Form of ſound Wor ds: + ] 


OR, T HE 


ASSEMBLY'S CaTECHISM 


Nah Explained, and Recommended. 


As a moſt. 
 Compendious and Methodical 


BODY of DIVI NITY. f 


— — — 


Dy. Sf UE L P {KE, 


NC 


Le ma — —— 


Prov. iv. 13. Take 27 761d of Ieftrudiien; let her 
not go; 5 her, 8 ſhe 1 767 8 85 


„ — 


ö d 0 N: 
Printed by D. Norra: And fold by J. Bucktann, 
at the Buck, in Pater- noſler- Nau; T. FIELD, at the Meat- 


| feeaf, the upper End of Cheap/ide ; and E. DiiLy, at the 
 Reje and Cry wry in the Poultry. M DCC LVL. | | 


| Price 9 4. ſtitch'd, and 15. bound; or 6 3. in Sheets, and « 95. 1 | 
dy the Dozen, fer the Sake af theſe who are inclined to give them 
. | 


Recommendation. 


7 E cannot but thankfully acknow- , 

ledge the good Hand of Divine ® 
-Provideaci in preſerving to us that va- 
luable Summary of Scripture-Doctrine, 
The Aſembly' s ſhorter Catechiſm, which we 
take to be the moſt compendious Body ff 
Divinity we know of in any Language; 
and alſo in raiſing up ſome from Time to 
Time to withſtand the various Oppoſitions 
made to it: And we chearfully recom- 


mend it, together with theſe excellent Re- 


marks upon it, to the Uſe of all Chriſtian 


Families, and to the Bleſſing of God. 
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2. * READER. 


"HIS ſmall Treatiſe contains a correct 
Edition of the Aſſembly's ſhorter 
, Catechiſm, with the Proofs ; which may 
be uſed for the Inſtruction of Children 
and Servants. 
The explanatory Remarks inſerted be- 
tween the ſeveral Anſwers, are ſo framed 
8 to contain the Subſtance of the Cate- 
chiſm in other Words: : And if, in pe- 
ruſing the Piece, you leave out the Cate- 
chiſm itſelf, you will have before you, 
without Interruption, a methodical and 
compendious Syſtem of Divinity; 3 for 
every Head of Diviſion follows one upon 
another in ſuch a regular Manner as to 
compoſe a Chain of Thoughts, containing 
Aa Summary of Goſpel- Doctrine and Duty, 
and ſhewing the Relation which the 
ſeveral Truths of ene, have to 


each other. 
Then 


(vi. ) 


Then n a brief Analyſis of the 
Body of Divinity; the whole concluding 
with earneſtly recommending the Uſe of 


the Aſſembly“ O Catechiſm, 2 


That this ſincere Anangt for pro- 
moting true Religion, in Principle and 
Practice, may be attended with a Divine | 
| Blefling | is the earneſt Prayer of 


Yours in the Lord Jas 


_ Hoxton-Square, 
Nov. 20, 1755. . 


Samuel Pike. 


THF 


THE 


Aſſ ſembly” 8 Catechiſm | 


A Compendious 


BODY of DIVINITY. 


+ M ON G the various Methods that 
have been taken for the Inſtruction 
of Youth in the ſeveral Branches of 
5 Learning, the familiar Way of Queſ- 
tion and Anſwer has been found peculiarly uſeful. 

This has been the Caſe more eſpecially in the 
Science of Theology: For our Youth have been 
_ effectually taught the firſt Principles of the Oracles 

of God, by being catechiſed therein; which has 
been a great Means, under the Divine Blefling, of 
maturing their Minds for the clear Reception of the 
Truth, and of fortifying them againſt many per- 
nicious Principles and Practices. I am ſorry any 
have appeared of late that have been fond of de- 
crying Creeds, Confeſſions, Catechiſms, and Syſ- 
tems of Divinity, as if they were Things hurtful | 
in their own Nature, rather than helpful; who, 
! notwithſtanding, have ſince been publiſhing Cate- 
chin of their own Compoſure, However, tis 
„ evident 
| 10 80 19 | 
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evident that hereby they juſtify our Proceeding, 
by practically acknowledging to the World that 
tis a very proper Method of Inſtruction. 


Tiis eaſy to be apprehended, that the Reaſon 
of this Outcry againſt Catechiſms, and the like, 


was becauſe they themſelves began to depart fiom 


the important Doctrines in the Aſſembly's Cate- 


chiſm, which had very much prevailed, and ſtood 
its Ground with great Acceptance and Uſefulneſs 
for above a hundred Years *: So that their Attempt 
to depreciate it was only to open a Way for in- 
troducing their own Principles, Catechiſms, and 
Syſtems: Catechiſms which caſt out ſome of the 


ſweeteſt and moſt precious Truths of the Gofpel, 


and bring in Opinicns quit? contrary thereunto. 
But TI hope there are many {till remaining who 


truly reliſh and highly value the Goſpel-Doctrines 


expreſt in our Catechiſm, and whoſe Efteem for 


them is eſtabliſhed and confirmed, from a clear 
Conviction that they are the Truths of the Divine 
Word, and from the Influence theſe Truths have 


had upon their own Souls, for their ſound Con- 


viction, real Converſion, and ſpiritual Conſola- 


tion; yea, we may venture to affirm, that theſe 


Truths have been the Food and Fence of the 
Church in all Ages. And as Goſpcl-Truths are 
of ſo great Importance, it cannot but be very de- 
ſirable to have them collected together, ſet forth 
in a plain and regular Manner, and laid out in 


ſuch a Form as to be fitted for the Inſtruction of 


Youth. Now this is a grand: and ſpec; ial Excel- 


leney 


„ — 


and judicious Divines in the Year of our Lord 1647, 


1 1 his Cate r was 1 up % an Aſſembly of very godly 1 


a compendicus Body of Divinig. 3 
lency of the {/embly's Catechiſin: For, upon a ſe- 


rious Examination, it will evidence itſelf to be a 
moſt regular and compendious Sy/?c:n Truth, or 
Scale of Seripture- Principles, containing in it the 


whole Subſtance of the Body of Divinity, in 
melt clear and expꝛeſs Language, and in a moſt. 


conciie and ordeily Manner. Ard if this can be 


made to appear, it cannot fail of being a ftrong 


Recoinr.ondation of it, as the beſt Model and 


Plan or Golpel-Truth that perhaps was ever 
daven up by human Pens; only remembering” 
this, that it deiives all its Evidence and Excel- 


leney from its being conformable to, extracted 


from, and proved by the /acred Oracles, which 


are the only Rule and Standard of our Faith and 


Practice. : 
That you may plainly ſce the Regularity and 


: Fulneſs of this Catechiſm, and be at the ſame 
Time inſtructed in this moſt uſeful Science, be 
pleaſed to go along with me, while I run through 

it by a brief Analyſis and Explication of the 

whole; and as you go on with me you will find 
yourſelves preſented with a proper methodical 


Body of Divinity, comp: ehending all the eſſential _ 


Branches of what you are to believe and practiſe, 
and that in ſuch a Manner as will greatly tend to 
enlighten your Minds and afet your Hearts. 


In order to purſue the Plan of Scripture-Truth 


in the moſt exact Method, you will find no Oc- 


cation to tranſpoſe any of the Queſtions in this 


Catechiſm: I fhall therefore take Notice of them 


one after another juſt as they ſtand, that you may 


be fully convinced of the Beauty as well as Fulneis 


B 2 5 l of 
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0 this Scheme of Theology; and ſhall therefore 
begin with obſerving, that the Science of Divinity 


is of ſuch a Nature that every Perſons Welfare, 


both in this World and in the World to come, is 
_ neceſſarily concerned therein. A Perſon may be 
fate and happy without the Knowledge of other 
Sciences; but unleſs he has a competent Ac- 


quaintance with this he loſes the grand End for 
which he was created: And therefore it is highly | 


neceſſary we ſhould take Notice, iſt, of its im- 


portant Deen; a2zdly, of its unerring Standard; 
and then deſcend, _ 3diy, to its comprebientive 


Subſtance. 
. The: Important Defow n of this Science of 


Divinity reſpects nothing ſhort of Man's chief 
End and Man's chief Good; that End for which 
we were made, and which we are chiefly to ſeek 


after. This at once evinces how peculiarly mo- 


mentous the Science is, and how much our 
Hearts ſhould be ſet upon the clear underſtanding 


of it: And nothing can be more proper to begin 


this Science with, than an Account of what is 
Man's chief End; which is no other than the 
glorifying and enjoying of God. Man was made 
to bring Glory and Honour to God; and nothing 
| leſs than the enjoying of God can make him 


truly happy. 
Q. 1, What is the chief End i Man? 


4. Man's chief End is to gloriſy God a, 


] and to enjoy him for ever 6. 


4 1 Cor. x. 31. Rom. Xi. 36. þ Plate 


Ixxiii, 25, 26. 5 
Fo „ We 


8 


j 
! 


| teach 2 
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We next proceed to conſider the unerring 


; cd, or Rule of this Science; which is, not 


human Reaſon, nor human Invention, but the 


Divine Mord, contained in the Holy Scriptu: es. 


Theſe Scriptures are proved to be Divine by their 


_ own inward Worth and Excellency, and by many 
other inconteſtible Evidences; and are therefore 


to be referred to by us as the only ſufficient and 


certain Rule both of Faith and Practice, which 
alone can inform us how to honour God gat; Z 
and to arrive at the Enjoyment of him. 


Q. 2. What Rule hath God given us to dire 


us how we may gloriſy and enjoy him? 


A. The Word of God (which is contained 


in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment c) is the only Rule to direct us how we 
may glorify d and enjoy hime. 


c Eph. ii. 20. 4 2 Tin. ili. 16. £4 John i. 


37 4. 


Thus having fixed our Eyes upon this glorious 


and perfect Standard, it is in the next Place highly 


needful we ſhould look into it, and fee what it 


_ declares and reveals to us, and from thence learn 


3. The comprehenſive $4//?ance of this Science: 
Whereby we ſhall find, that the chief Things con- 


tained therein naturally divide themſelves into wo 


Branches; Faith and Practice, or Doctrine and 
Duty ; or what we are to believe, and what we 


are to ds. 


. What do the Scriptures principally 5 
B 3 4 The 
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A. The Scriptures principally teach what 
Man is to believe concerning God, and what 

Duty God requires of Man F 1 


n. i. 13. 


5 Now we are entering upon the very Eſſence 
and Marrow of Theology, let us attentively look 
into its various and valuable Truths, in their 
_ Order, by conſidering the Doctrinal and Practical 
Parts of Divinity; and ſo begin with 


The DOCTRINAL PaRr of Divinity; 


Which ſets forth what we are to believe concern- 
ing God, and then concerning our/elves. 


be Kreise of GD 
Comprehends the View of theſe four Things; 3 

1. His Nature and Perfefions. 2. The Perſons in 
his Eſſence. 3. The Purpoſes of his Will. Ad, 
+ The Productions of his Power. _ 
I. His Nature and Perſections. The Word of 
God declares that his Nature is ſpiritual, infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable ; and that, as is his 
Nature, ſo are all his Perfections and Glories. 
His Wiſdom is unſearchable, his Power irre- 
ſiſtible, his Holineſs untainted, his Juſtice in- 
flexible, his Goodneſs inexhauſtible, and his 
Faithfulneſs immoveable ; and, though all theſe ? 
Glories belong to him, yet he is but one in 9 
Nn and Being. 


Q. 4. What is God? 
A. God is a Spirit g, Infinite 2, Eternal i 9 
and Unchangeable kg in his Being /, Wiſdom, 
: Power 
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po wer m, Holineſs u, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and 
Truth 5. - 


John w. 4. þ Job Xi. 7. "I 7 Pſalm xc. * 
James i. 17. / Exod. iii. 14. m Palm cxlvii. 5. 
n Rev. iv. 8. o Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7 


* Are there more Gods than one? © 
A. There is but one only p, the living and 
true WW 


» Deut. vi. 4. 7 b Jer. X. IO. 


We mul next regularly proceed to 
II. The Per/ons in his Eſence: For the Holy 
Scriptures make it evident, that though his 
Eſſence be one, yet in that Eſſence are three Per- 
ſons equally glorious and powerful : That the 

Father, the Son, and the Spirit, perſonally diſtinct 
from each other, are each of them truly Divine, 
and poſſeſſed of all the Perfections of Deity. 
This Doctrine, however myſterious, yet is plainly 
revealed, and is of the greateſt Importance as 
a Foundation for our Faith and Hope. Neither 
is it to be wondered at, that we cannot compre- 
hend the Nature of Divine Perſonality, ſince we 


are incapable to conceive the Divine Eſſence ” 
atſelf. 


0 How many Perjs are there in : the 
_ Goabead: ? 

A. There are three Pads in the God- 
bead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ö and theſe Three are One God, the 


ſame 
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ſame in Subſtance, | equal in Power and 


Glory s. 


r Matt. : xxvlii 8 I John V. 7. 


＋ he next Particular that calls for our At- 


tention 3 
III. The Purpoſes of his Till. Nothing is 


more reaſonable than to apprehend, that what- 
ever the Great God performs, or permits, or 
_ directs, in Time; he ſhould determine the ſame 
in his Mind from all Eternity: And we may be 
ſure, from his infinite Wiſdom and Foreſight, 


that he would decree every thing in ſuch a Way 
as ſhould effectually anſwer the Ends of his own 


Glory; ſo that nothing comes to paſs contrary, 


to his Expectation, or without his Foreordination 
or Permiſſion; for he works all Things after the 
Counſel of his own Will. 


Q. 7. What are the Derrers of God? 


» 


A. The Decrees of God are his eternal Pur- 


poſe, according to the Counſel of his Will, 


whereby for his own Glory he hath fore- 


ordained whatſoever comes to paſs t. 
t Eph. i. 4, 11, 12. Rom. ix. 22, 23. 


But, as a Decree, Purpoſe, or Deſign brings 


nothing to paſs but by its being put into , 
tion, we muſt deſcend to take a View of 

IV. The Productions of his Power, or the Per- 
- formances of his Almighty Hand ; whereby he 


brings to paſs in Time what he had deſigned in 


his 
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his Mind from all Eternity; namely, his Works 
of Creation and Providence. 
Q. 8. Hat doth God execute bis Decrees 1 
A. God executeth his Decrees 1 in the Works : 
of Creation u and Providence w. _ 


” 1 Rev. iv. 11. wu Dan. IV. 35. 


So that his glorious Works divide themſelves | 
naturally into two Branches, each of which are to 
be conſidered firſt in general, as they reſpect ALL 
TIN Cs, and then in e as they reſpect 
Max, And ſo 
I. The Work of Creation in general is in Serip- 
ture deſcribed to be God's bringing all Things 


into being by his powerful Word, and placing 


them all in the beſt and moſt beautiful Order in 
the Space of ſix Days. 
Q. 9. What is the Werk of Creation? | 
A. The Work of Creation is God's making 5 
all Things x of nothing, by the Word of his 
Power y, in the —— of ſix 1 8 and all 
very good 2. 
Gen. i. I. 1 xi. 2. 2 Gen. i. 
2. The Work of Creation in particular, as it 


reſpects Man, is in Scripture ſet forth thus; that 
God made Man at firſt Male and Female, in a 


very holy, happy, and honourable State, aſter | 
his own Image. 


Q. 10. How did God create + Man? : 
A. God created Man, Male and Female, 


after his own Image a, in Knowledge, Righte-. 
ouſnels, 
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n and Holineſs 3, with Dominion over 
the Creatures c. 


a Gen. i. 27. þ Col. iii. 10. Eph. iv. 24. 
c Gen. i i. 28. 1 


3. The Works of Providence in general are fer 

forth in Scripture as his continual upholding his 
Creatures in their Being, and overiuling, di- 
poſing, or governing all their Actions and Cir- 
cumſtances in a moſt holy, wik, and | tons 
Manner. 


Q. 11. V hat ore Gid's 2 K ef Previdees ? 
A. God's Works of Providence are his moſt 
holy d, u iſe e, and powerful, preferving and 
Soverning all his Creatures ht. and all their 

Actions * 


d Pfal. exlv. 17. e Ila. xxvili. 29. 7 Heb. "oh 3. 
2 Pfal. Clit. 19, Matt. x. 29. 


4. The Works of 8 in particular, as 
5 they reſpect Man, follow. Tis needful here to 
obſerve, that the Word Providence is to be taken 
in the moſt extenſive Senſe, as comprehending all 
the Actings and Diſpenſations of God towards his 
Creatures, and eſpecially towards Man: So that 


the Word thus explained takes in all that God 


ever did, does, or will do, with regard to Man, 
from the Creation unto the Conſummation of all 
Things; and all that follows in the Catechiſm 
may be looked upon as belonging to this Head. 
For which Reaſon the next Queſtion concerns 
only one Particular, but moſt ſpecial and im- 
Portant 


a compendious Body of Divinity, 11 
portant Act of Divine Providence towards our 
firſt Parents; namely, that God condeſcended to 


make a Covenant with Man, promiſing him Life 

upon Condition of Perfect Obedience, and 
threatening Death upon Suppoſition of Diſobe- 
dience; and that for a Trial of his Obedience he 5 


forbad him to eat of the Tree of Knowledge. 


Q. 12. What ſpecial Af? of Providence did 
Ged exerciſe toward Mar in z the Eſtate wherein 


i he was created. 


A. When God had created Man he Mt : 


into a Covenant of Life with him upon Con- 


dition of perfect Obedience 4, forbidding him 
to cat of the Tree of the 3 of Good 5 


and Evil, upon Pain of Dea th 7 i. 


7 Gal. . 14 Gen. 1 it, 17. 


Thus we have a moſt order ly and compre- 


nenſive Account of what we are to believe con- 


cerning God; Iſt, as to his Nature and Sx 
fions ; 2dly, as to his Perſonaliließs; 3dly, as to 
his Purpoſes; and, abby: as to his Loris; dees | 
which Heads is included the whole Subſtanze of 
our Belief concerning our Creator and Preſerver *. 


Thus likewiſe we are naturally led into the Con- 
ſideration of Max, as the Chief of God's Works 


— 


* The Method of conſidering the Works of Creation an] Provi- 
dence thus diſtintily, firſt in general, and then in particular reſpect- 
ing Man, is very exact and regular; but if the teath and eleventh 


_ Queſtions were inverted, the Doctrines concerning Cod would have 
been finiſhed, and what wWe are ti believe copcerning ourſelves would 


kae followed, as a diſtinct Head, in the Body of e 


„„ © 
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in this lower Creation, as the ſpecial Object of 
bis Regard and Care, and as a Subject that we 


have the greateſt and neareſt Concern with. 

Nothing can be of greater Moment to us than 
to know what we were, what we are, what State 
we are in towards God, and what will become of 


us at laſt: And Oh that we had a true Know- 

| ledge, with a ſerious powerful Impreſſion of theſe 
Subjects upon our Minds, Hearts, and Conſci- 
ences! Let us then diligently attend to what 


Scripture reveals 
Concerning MA N; 


And we ſhall find the whole of it may be mio 
regularly conceived and digeſted by viewing Man 


in his four-feld State: 1. The State of Iunccency. 
2. The fallen State. 3. The State of Gra ace. And, 
4. The State of Glory. 


I. The State of {zn9cency, or the Seite of Man 


by Creation and before the Fall. This we have 
already conſidered under the Works of Creation 


and Providence reſpecting Man; for it conſiſted 


in the Image of God and the Covenant of 
Works; whereby Man was placed in an inno- 
cent, holy, pure, and happy State, but mutable, 


or liable to fall. 
e next proceed to take a View of the three 


following States of Man; under each of which 
we muſt diſtinctly view fes Things; 1. Ho 
Man came to be in, or is brought into, each of 
ttheſe States. 2. What is the Condition of Man 


under each of them. And therefore proceed to 
IT. The fallen State, which we ate all in by 


| Nature, until called into a State of Grace, This 


- JJC ˙ A ˙— ! 


* 

9 | 
1 

& 
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is what we ſhould be clearly inſtructed in and 


truly ſenſible of, that we might fee the Neceſſity 


and Excellency of the Grace of God in Jeſus 
7 Chriſt, That Mankind is in a fallen State, far 
different from that which he was created in, is 
proved from univerſal Obſervation and Experi- 
ence; How we came to be ſo, is a very important 
Queſtion, which Revelation alone can give a fatiſ- 
factory Anſwer to. In general, it was by Sin: 


F or our firſt Parents themſelves fell by it. 


Q. 13. Did our firſt Parents continue in the 1 


Elate wherein they were created ? 


A. Our firſt Parents, being left to the Free- 
dom of their own Will, fell from the Eſtate 


in which ney were created, by 1 againſt ; 
God F. 


4 Ecclef. vii. 29. 


And here it will be very proper to conſider, 
1ſt, The Nature of Sin itſelf: 2dly, The particular 


Sin by which they fell: And, 3dly, The Manner 


in which this Sin affected all Mankind. 


r. The Nature of Sin in general; which is our 
not being or doing according as the Law requires, 
and our being or doing what the Law forbids. 


Q. 14. What is Sin? 


. Sh is any Want of Conformity unto, 
or Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God J. 


Fx John i Ul. + 
C 2. The 
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2. The particular Sin by which Man fell ; which | 


was our firſt Parents tran: fling the Command 
of God in eating the fcrLidgen Fruit. 


Q. 15. What was the Sin whereby our 60 


Parents fell from the N wherein they wer? 


created? 

A. The Sin whereby our firſt Parents fa 

from the Eſtate wherein they were created was 
their eating the forbidden Fruit n. 

m Gen. iii. 6. 


2, rue Maneer in which this Sin affected all | 


Mankind: Which was this; that all Mankind 
(Chriſt only excepted, being conceived in an ex- 
traordinary Way) were included in the Covenant 


| Cod made with Alam: They therefore ſinned | 


and fell in him. 


Q. 16. Did all Mankind fell in Adam” 5 ff 
Tranſgreſſion ? 


A. The Covenant being macs with Adam, 


not only for himſelf but for his Poſterity u, all 
Mankind deſcending from him, by ordinary 
Generation, ſinned in him, and fell with him 
in his firſt Tranſgreſſion 0. N | 
1 Gen. i. 28. Gen. ii. 16. „ Rom. v. 18. 
„. 215 22. 


As for the Condition itſelf into which we ate | 


fallen, it is a very Anf, and very miſerable State. 


Q. 17. Into what Eftate did the Fall tring. N 


Manking : 2 
A. 1 be 


un 
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A. The Fall brought Manccind into an 


Eſtate of Sin and Miſery p. 


p Rom. v. 12. 


(1.) 'Tis a very ſinful State: For we have all 


loſt in Alum that Holineſs which was implanted at 
firſt in the human Nature, are all under the Guilt | 
of, and juſtly rendered liable to, the Punithnient 
due for Adam's firſt Sin, and we all derte a cor- 
7 rupt Nature from him; fo that our whole Natu. 


is polluted, our Underſtanding: aue naturally blind, 


our Wills obſtinate, our Afi:tions vitiated, cur 


Conſciences defiled ; and from this cor: upt F Outt- 
rain proceed actual Sins, 


3 Wherein confi ts the Sin whe of that 
BF Eſtate whereinto Man fell? 


A. The Sinfulneſs of has Eftare whereinto 


Man fell conſiſts in the Guilt of Alan's firſt 


Sin q, the Want of original Righteouſneis 7, 


and the Corruption of his whole Nature, which 
is commonly called Original Sin 5, together 


with all actual Tranf, zreſſions which Proceccd 
from . 


7 Rom. v. 19. Rom. ili. 10. ; Eph. il Ju” 


Pal li. 5. James i i. 14, 15. Matt. xv. 19. 


(2. 'Tis 2 very miſcralle state; becauſe by 


our Guilt and Cortuption we are rendered unit 


for ſpiritual Communion with God, are ſubjected 


unto the Curſe of a broken Law, are under the 
| 335 
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Divine Diſpleaſure, and juſtly liable to ſuffer the 
Deſert of Sin both in this World and that which 
is to come: And ſo awful is this our Miſery, that 
We are undone for ever if we remain in our na- 
tural State. 


Q. 19. Whet is the Mi iſery F2 ns Efate 


Whereinto Man fell? 
A. All Mankind, by their Fall, loſt Com- 
munion with God e, are under his Wrath 


and Curſe ww, and fo made liable to all Miſe- 
ries in this Lite, to Death icſelf, and to che 4 
5 Pains of Hell ſor ever x, J 


1 Gen. iii. 8, 24. w Eph. ii. 3. Gal. Iii. 10. 
x Rom. Vi. 23. Lam, i lik. 39. Matt. xxv. 41. 


. very melancholy Subject indeed; but yet ne- 
ceilary to be known and meditated upon by us; 
for nothing is more dangerous than for us to be 
ignorant of it, and unconcerned about it. | 

And do we now deſire to know the Way of a 


_— 


* 
n 


Deliverance out of it? let us next regularly 


turn our Thoughts to the glorious and delighttul 
Subject of nn.) 
III. The State of Grace. This the Holy Serip⸗ 

tures ſpeak very plentifully and ſweetly of, by 

ſetting before us at large ' two Things, Which are 


very comprehenſwe; namely, 1. The . ac of 


Grace. 2. The BV ſings of Grace. | 
1. The MeTHor of Gract; ; which defaribes 


the Way in which Por, ſinful, miſerable Crea- 4 


tures are brou: h. out of a State of Nati; into a 
State of Salvation. 


This 


* 


ec 
* 
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| This being a very copious and important Sub- 
ject, we mult here deſcend into a Variety of Par- 


ticulars, and take Notice how all the three Per- 


ſons in the Godhead are concerned and engaged 
in it: For Sinners are brought into a State of 


Grace and Salvation, (1.) by the eleing and cove- 


_— e of God the Father; (2.) by the re- 7 


deeming Grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt; (3.) by 


the applying Work of the Holy Spirit. The Scheme 


of Divinity directs us to view each of theſe Par- 


ticulars in this moſt regular and beautiful Me- 
thod ; and they are accordingly e in this : 
Order by our Catechiſm. 
(.) The elefting and wvenanting Love 1 Gl 5 
the Father. Our gracious God, knowing that all 
Mlankind, without Exception, would neceſſarily 
periſh unleſs his free Grace interpoſed, was pleaſed 
to determine that this ſhould not be the Caſe of 
all; but, out of his ſovereign Pleaſure, choſe ſome 
of them, and determined that they ſhould be made 
Partakers of his Grace and Glory; and, in order 
to anſwer the bleſſed Ends of this his free Deter- _ 
_ mination, entered into Covenant with his Son, in 
which Covenant the Father propoſed, and the Son 
undertook, to be the Redeemer and Saviour of 


his People, in ſuch a Way as ſhould perfectly (uit 
the Honour of all the Divine Per fections. 


"Q- 20. Did Cod leave all Mankind to peri 


n the State of Sin and Miſery ? 
4. God having out of his mere good plea- 


fare, from all Eternity, elected ſome to ever- 
lafling Life y, did enter into a Covenant of 


%FͤͤXꝙ—ͤ Gee 
Cate Þ: + | 


18 We Aſfemblys Catuthiſm 


Grace to deliver them out of the Eſtate of Sin 
and Mifery, and to bring them into an Eftate 


of Salvation, by a Redeemer z. 
y Eph. i. * io Rom. ill. 21, 22. Gal. iii. 21, 22. 


And this brings us to 


(2.) The redeeming Grace of our E Feſas 


Chriſt, concerning whom the Scriptures ſpeak 
_ abundantly, in order to ſhew what a proper, 
ſuitable, and ſufficient Saviour he is. 
Accordingly he is ſet forth, (i.) as to his Per- 
ſon ; ; he ) His Offices; and, (iii.) His States. 


(i.) His Per/on was ſuch, as there is none like 
n Mn all the Creation ; being both God and 


Man ; having both a IONS and Human Nature: 


Theſe two Natures being Giſtinct | are yet Perſo⸗ : 


nally united together in him. 


Q. 21. Whos the Redeemer of Gets Ele 75 
A. The only Redeemer of God's Elect is 


the Lord Jeſus Chrit a; who, being the eter- 
nal Son of God, became Man 5, and ſo was, 


and continueth to be, God and Man in two 


diſtinct Natures, and one Perl on c, for ever d. 


„ im. i. . Jom i. DE Gal. iv. 4. 
Rom. IX. 5. Luke i. 35+ Col. ii. 9. 4 Heb. 


vii. 24. 


This is in reality a very myſterious Doctrine: 
For the Manner in which true Hum: anity and true 
Divinity are united in the ſame Perſon is utterly 


| inconceivable to us; for ſince we cannot conceive 


how 


e 2 , 
2 FR {os age ft Gia e 
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how the Soul and Body are united together in the 


Pei ſon of a Man, much leſs can we ſuppoſe our- 
| ſelves able to conceive the Manner of this per- 
ſonal Union: However, thus far we are directed 
in our Conceptions by Scripture, that the Divine 
Perſon of our Lord aſſumed to him true Huma- 
nity in Body and Soul; and that his Manhood 


was conceived in a miraculous Way by the 


Power of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Virgin Marys 
Womb; whereby it came to paſs that his Human 
Nature 888 54 no Pollution, and ſo he was born 


perfectly free from Sin. 


Q. 22, How did Cbrift, being the Hob of 

God, become Man? Rs 
. Chriſt, the Son of G 1 ons Man 

by taking to himſelf a true Body e, and a rea- 
ſonable Soul f, being conceived by the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Womb of the vi 
Virgin Mary, and born of her g, ma without 


Sin h. 
e Heb. ii. 14. Heb. ©: 5. Matt. xxvi. 38. 


Luke i. 31, 35. + Heb. iv. 15. Heb. vii. 26. 


But although this Doctrine be ſo myſterious, 


yet it is clearly revealed in the Divine Word, and 
is of the higheſt Importance ; for unleſs he were 


| God, he could not have Power or Worthineſs 


ſufficient to ſave us; and unleſs he were Man, he 


could not have been ſuited to the Work of Re- 
demption. The Conſtitution of his Perſon hes at 


the F oundation of all the Offices which it Was 
needful 5 


— 2 — — —_— _— 
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46 
needful for him to ſuſtain and fulfil as our Re- 


next to be conſidered: 


norance and Blindneſs : 
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deemer. And it is entirely neceſſary, both for 


the Glory of God and for the proper Satisfaction 
of our own Conlciences, that we ſhould know 
and believe that Chriſt our Redeemer is both 
God Man | 
(i.) The Offices he ſuſtained and ee come 
For it is plain we need 
him unde: the Characters of a Prophet, of a od 


and of a King. 


Q. 23. What Offices 2 Chrif execute as 


our Redeemer ?. 


A. Chriſt, as our Redeemer, executeth the 
Offices of a Prophet i, of a Prieſt ł, and of a 
King J, both in his Eſtate of Humiliation and 


Exaltation. 


+ AQs | 1. 24. + Heb, v. 6. 1 Pfal. i. 6. 


We need him as a Pr de, becaule of. our 1 8 
We need him as a Prieſt 

We need 
him as a King, becauſe of our WWeakneſ, and Core 


becauſe of our Guilt and Unworthineſs: 


ruption. 
Ile fulfils the Office of a Prophet in teaching us 
outwardly by bis Word, and inwardly and ef- 


fectually by his Spirit, that we might know the _ 


Will of God, for the Salvation of our Souls. 


Q. 24. How doth Corij Exec.ile the Office of _ 


a Prophet ? 
4. Chric! exec 


:reth the Otece of a Prophen 


in 


Satisfaction to t 
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in revealing to us m, by his Word n, and 


Spirit o, the Will of God for our Salvation. 
» John i. 18. 1 Peter i. 10, 11. = John xx. 31. 
John xiv. 26. ö FT e 


He fulfils the Office of a Prieſt by making 
pon Divine Law and Juſtice for our 
Quilt, and interceding for us in Heaven upon the 


Virtue of his Satisfaction. 


Q. 25. How dotb Chrift execute the Office „ 
a Prieſt? 


A. Chriſt executeth Fa Office of a Prieſt | in 


his once offering up of himſelf a Sacrifice to ſatil- 

ty Divine Juſtice p, and reconcile us to God 4. 
and in making continual lnterceſſion for us r. 
P Heb. ix. 145 28. 7 il. 7. 7 Heb. vii. i 25. 5 


He fulfils the Office of a King | in king © us his 5 
willing Subjects; in ruling over our Conſeiences 
by his Laws, and in our Hearts by his Grace. 
Hle likewiſe, as the King both of Providence ad 
Grace, preſerves his People, reſtrains and ſubdues 
his and their Enemies. 


Q 26. ow deth Cbrift execute the Office / : 


a King * 


A. Chriſt executeth the Office of a King i n.- 
ſubdving 1 us to himſelf g, in ruling and a | 
ing us 7, and in reſtraining and cane all 
his and our Enemies . 


s Plal. ex. 3. Acts xv. 14, 7 7 Ifa, xxxiii. 22, 


1 1 Cor. xv. 25. 
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And fince it is very needful for us to know _ 


when and how he did or does execute theſe im- 
portant Offices, we muſt therefore conſider 
(. iii.) The State he paſſed through, and the 
State he is now arrived to, which are very pro- 

perly called his Eſtate of Humiliation and Exalta- 
tien; both which are very plainly and fully de- 
Aided according to SC: ipture; under the two fol- 
lowing Queſtions : 


03. 27. Wherein 4 Grip 45 22 
confit? 
„ Chriſt's Humiliation conte in his 
being born, and that in a low Condition m, 
made under the Law x, undergoing the Mi- 
ſeries of this Life y, the Wrath of God x, and 
the curſed Death of the Croſs a, in being 
buried, and continuing under the. Power of 
Death for a Time 5. 


w Luke ii. 7. x Gal. . . Iſaiah li. 3 
Heb. Xil. 2, 3. * Matt. xxvii. 46. 4 Phil. * * 
| 0 Matt, xii. 40. 5 
- Q. 28. Wherein can ß Neth Chris Exaltation | "> 
A. Chriſt's Exaltation conſiſteth in his riſing ; 
again from the Dead on the third Day c, in 
aſcending up into Heaven, in ſitting at the 
Right Hand of God the Father d, and in 
coming to judge the World at the laſt Day e. 


„1 Cor. xv. 4. 4 Mark xvi. 19. Eph, i. 20. 
e Acts xvli. 31. 


rae», — | 
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All that I need farther to remark here, is the 


neceſſary Relation his States and his Offices bear 
to each other. 
In his humbled State he taught as a Prophet : 
by his own Mouth, in his own Perſon. In his 
exalted State he teaches by his * his 


Word, and Spirit. 


In his humbled state he ſuffered for our Sins i in 
our Stead, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice. In his ex- 
alted State he appears in the Preſence of God, 
making continual Interceſſion for us. Hs 
In his hambled State he made his Way to the 

Throne tt his Kingdom; for becauſe he humbled 
himſelf thereſc: e God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him all Power both in Heaven and Earth. 

And thus we have an extenſive View of the 
Redeeming Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; what 
a peculiar and wonderful Suitableneſs there is in 
his Peiſon to be our Redeemer, what Offices he 
ſuſtains, and how he fulfils them for our Sal- 
vation. | „5 


e now regularly proceed to 


([g3.) The applying Wark of the Holy Spirit. This 
jo be attentively regarded as finiſhing the Affair 
ct our being actually brought out of a State of Sin 
and Milery, into a State of Salvation: For it is 
very certain that till we are made Partakers of 
what Chriſt has done, ſuffered, and purchaſed for 


us, We are not actually ſaved. It is therefore 


abſolutely neceſſary to our Salvation, that what 
Chriſt has purchaſed for us ſhould be applied. to 
us and beſtowed upon us. 
By whom, in what Way, and 41 what Time this i 

is done is next 2 eſented to V. IeW : 


(i.) By 


055 By e N by the | Holy Spirit ap- 
plying the purchaſed Redemption to us. 
Q. 29. How are we made Partakers of the | 


: Rc demption purchaſed by Chriſt ? 


A. We are made Partakers of the Redemp- 


tion purchaſed by Chriſt, by the effectual Ap- 
plication of it to us f, by his Holy n J. 


F John i. 12. g Tit. iii. 5, 6. 


(u ) In what IWay ; namely, by verkiag Faith 


in our Hearts, and ſo bringing u us into Union with 
| Jeſus Chriſt. 


Q. 30. How doth the Spirit 2 i to us the 


Redemption purchaſed by Chriſt ? 


A. The Spirit applieth to us the Redemp- 
tion purchaſed by Chriſt, by working Faith in 


us 5, and thereby uniting us to Chriſt in our | 
effectual Calling 7 . | 


_ + Eph. i. 13, 14. Eph. Ii, 8. j Eph. i. x7 


1 Cor. i. 9 


(ii.) At rohat Time ; namely, in our effectual 


Calling. Then it is that we become actual Par- 
takers of Chriſt, and are actually introduced into 


a State of Grace ; when the Divine Spirit comes 


. gives us fuch ſerious, heart- affecting Views 
of our Sinfulneſs and Chriſt's Grace, of our 
 Emptineſs and Chriſt's Fulneſs, of our Unworthi- 
png and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, of our Weakneſs 
and Chiiſt's Strength, and of our Miſery and 
| Chriſt's ee, as s effectuaiy turns our r Wills 


from 
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from Sin and Self to God in Ch:iſt; and we are 
prevailed upon and ſtrengthened to approve of, to 


1 fly to, and depend upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


alone, for ſpiritual Wiſdom as he is a Prophet, for 
Attonement and Juſtification as he is a Priei, and 
for ſpi itual Strength and Grace as he is a King; 
being excited hereto by a Senſe of our own ne- 


_ ceſſitous Condition, and being encou: aged and 


drawn by a real Belief of the Freene/5 of his Grace | 
and the Excellency of his Redemption. 
Q. 31. What is effectual Calling? 
A. Effectual Calling is the Work of God's 
Spirit k, whereby, convincing us of our Sin 
and Miſery /, enlightening our Minds in the 


I. Knowledge of Chriſt m, and renewing our 


Wills z, he doth perſuade and enable us to 

embrace Jeſus Chriſt freely offered tousin a the = 
Goſpel o. 5 
42 Tim. i. 9. I Acts ii. 35. m : Adds xvi. 18. Hi 
* Ezek. xxxvi. 26. - 8 John vi, 445 45+ 


5 Thus we 1 taken 2 diſtinct and pleaſing 
View of the glorious and wonderful Method of 
Grace; have ſeen the Way and Order of the 
Divine Operation, to bring Sinners into an Eſtate 
of Salvation; and have learned that this great 


End is anſwered by the eternal Love of God the 


Father, by the redeeming Grace of Chriſt, and 
by the effectual Work of the Holy Spirit. . 
It will be next aſked, But what is the State of = 
Grace itſelf ? What i is the Nature of that happy 
3 Condition 
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Condition which Believers are brought into? 
| This Queſtion regularly leads us to look into 
2. The BLESSINOGS of GRACE, which are 
indeed very great and valuable; namely, Fu/tifi- 


cation, Adoption, Canelifcation, and other Benefits 7 
ariſing from thence. = 


Qi. 32. What Benefits do they that are efetu- 
Ts all called partake of in this Life? 1 4 

A. They that are effectually called do in this N 
Life partake of Juſtification p, Adoption , 
Sanctification r, and the ſeveral Benefits which 


in this Life do either accompany or flow from 
them. 


Rom. viii. . Erh. i. 5. * I Cor. y 30. 


155 us look into each of them diſtindly : 5 
) Tuſtification ; whereby we are freely and 
> pardoned, and have a firm Title to eter- 
nal Life, upon the alone Account of the Suffer- 
ings and Obedience of Chriſt in our room and 
ſtead. We by Faith receive the perfect Attone- 
ment of Chriſt to free us from Condemnation, 
and the perfect Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for our | 
Acceptance before God unto eterral Life. The 


Attonement he made was for us, and the Righte- 4 


ouſneſs he performed is imputed to us if we 
truly believe in him, by receiving him as the 
Lord our Righteouſneſs. How ſecure muſt they 


be from eternal Condemnation who have an In- f 


| tereſt in the glorious Attonement of his Death! 

and how fu m is their Right to eternal Life whoſe |: 

* is founded, not 8 their own imperfect s 
— Obedi- | 


„„ 
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Obedience, but upon the Divine Righteouſneſs of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 


Q. 33. What is Puſtification p 
A. Juſtification is an Act of God's ho 


Grace, wherein he pardoneth all our Sins s, and 

accepteth us as righteous in his Sight z, only 
for the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us 4, 
and received by Faith alone ww. 


5 Rom. iii. 25. Rom, iv. 6s 7, 8. Eph. . 7. 
2 Cor. v. 19, 11. n He 17, 16, 19. 


Gal. il. 16. Phil, ili. 75 


(2.) Ani j whereby we are made Children 


and Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; whereby we have God for our Father, 


Chriſt for our Brother, the Holy Spirit for our 
Comforter, and ſo have a Right unto all ſpiritual 


Bleſſings in heavenly Things in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Q. 34. What is Adoption ? 
A. Adoption is an Act of God's free 


Grace x, whereby we are received into the 
Number, and have a Right to all the Privi- 
leges of the Sons of God y. 


x 1 John i iii. 1. John i. 12. Nom. viii. 17. 


(3- Sendifcation ; 3 whereby our Corruptions are 


more and more ſubdued, our Graces ſtrengthened 
and excited, and we are fitted for the Service of 


God here, and for the Enjoyment of him here- 
after, by the continual Indwelling and Working 


of the Holy Spirit it in our Hearts. 


"I's: 0 35- 
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Q. 35. What is Sanfification ? 

A. Sanctification is the Work of God's free 
Grace z, whereby we are renewed in the whole 
Man, after the Image of God a, and are 
enabled more and more to die unto Sin, and | 
Ive unto Righteouſneſs 5. 


2 2 Theſ. ii 13. 8 Eph. iv. 24. 5 Rom. vi. 4. 
Rom. vil. 1. 


(4.) Several other Benefits, which attend and 
flow from the foregoing : For, being thus juſti- 
| fied, adopted, and ſanctified, Believers are fa- 
voured with 2 comfortable and endearing A/u- 
_ ronce of God's Love; have a ſolid and ſatisfactory 
Peace in their own Conſciences, are enabled to 
rejoice in the preſent Poſſeſſion of God's Grace 
and the happy Proſpect of his Glory; are quick- 
ened to grow in Grace and Holineſs, and are ſo 
| freſerved that they never ſhall finally or totally 
loſe the Principle of Grace in them, or their 
State of Juſtification before God, but mall be 
carried ſafe to eternal Glory. 


Q. 36. What are the Benefits which in \ this 
| Life do accompany or flow from Tuftification, 
Adoption, and Sanfification?® _ e 
A. The Benefits which in this Life do ac 
company or flow from Juſtification, Adop-- 
tion, and Sanctification, are Aſſurance of God's 


: 5 Love, Peace of Conſcience, Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt c, Increaſe of Grace d, and Perſeverance 
therein to the Ende, 


c Rom. v. 1, 2, 5, -Rom. xiv. 17. 4 prov. iv. 
| 18. e 1 John v. 13. 1 Pet. i. 5. 


"Theſe moſt comfortable Truths and Bleſlings 
are founded upon, and flow from, our Juſtifica- 
tion, Adoption, and Sanctification. All Believers 
have a ſufficient Ground for this Aſſurance, Peace, 
and Joy (although they do not always poſſeſs the 
Experience of it in their Hearts); for they mall 
all be certainly preſerved unto the End. 
It might not be amiſs in this Place to draw out 
the Compariſon between the Fallen State and the 
State of Grace; which appears in thus plain and 
ſtriking Light: | 
By Nature we are in a State of Sir ond M fer 7 
By Grace we are e into a bay and apy 
„„ 

By Nature we are de Aitute of all Right to eter- 
nal Life, and are under the comdemning Sentence 
of the Law for Sin: By Grace we are freed from 
this Condemnation, and have a firm Title to eternal 
Life, by the Attonement and Righteouineſs | of 
Chriſt, Or thus: 

Buy Nature we are in a State of 88 
By Grace we are brought into a State of . 
Fcation. 

By Nature we are the Children of the Devil, 
and of Diſobedience : By Grace we are made ths 
Children of Gad. 3 
By Nature we are depraved and 3 By | 
5 Grace we are renewed and ſanctiſied. 5 


N „„ 
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By Nature we are in a very dangerous State: By 


Grace we are brought into a moſt ae and ſecure 
Condition. 


By Nature we are void of all true Peace, Com- 


fort, and Joy : By Grace we have a ſtrong Foun- 
dation for the fweere/t Satisfaction and Conſolation. 


Great Bleſſings indeed! Happy State! Glorious 
| Privileges ! Bleſſed Security! How defirable is it | 
to be in ſuch a Condition ? And, How compleat 


is the Fulneſs and Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


But this is not all: Believers are not only juſti- 


fed, adopted, ſanctified, comforted, and preſerved, 


but they have ſtill greater Bleſſings in Reverſion: 


Which brings us on to look beyond Death, within 
the Veil, and contemplate _ | 
IV. The State of Glory; which Believers enter 


into at Death as to their Souls, and at the Reſur- 


rection as to their whole Perſons. 
1. At Death : For the Children of God muſt 
5 Se as well as others ; but then their Condition 1s 


ſo ſafe and happy, that the very Moment the Soul 
is ſeparated from the Body by Death, their Souls 
are freed from all Corruption, and made perfetly | 
holy; and they go immediately into the glorious 
Preſence of God, and enter into the Joy of their 


Lord; and as to their Bodies, they Heap in Jeſus 
5 until the Reſurrection. 


Q. 37. What Benefits a Believers receive : 


: from Chriſt at their Death ? 


A. The Souls of Believers are at their Death 


made perfect in Holineſs f, and do immedi- 
_ ately paſs into Glory g, and their Bodies being 


A. LL... 


3 RENE 7 5 . 


1 Cor. xili. 12. 01 Theſſ. iv. 17. 
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ſtill united to Chriſt þ, do reſt in their Graves: . 


till the Reſurrection æ. 
F Heb. xii. 23. g 2 Cor. v. 9” 3 Phil. i. 23. 


bx Theff. iv. 14. i Ifa. Ivii. 2. Job xix. 26. 


21. At the Refer roftien : . For there will be a Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead, both of the Juſt and Unjuſt : 
Then all ſhall be called before the Judgment-Sea- 
of Chr:/t; and thoſe that belong to Chriſt ſhall be 
then owned by him, and acquitted of all Charges 
laid againſt them, in the Preſence of Men and 
Angels; and from thence forward they ſhall be 
compleatly happy, both in Soul and Body, by the 
full Enjoyment of God their chief Good; and 
this Happineſs and Glory will be without Inter 
ruption, and without End. 


Q. 38. Wiat Benefits FA Belirvers receive 
- from Chriſt at the Reſurrection? 

A. At the Reſurrection, Believers being 5 
raiſed up in Glory /, ſhall be openly acknow- 


ledged, and acquitted in the Day of Judg- 


ment m, and made perfectly bleſſed in the full : 


Enjoyment of God , to all Eternity o. 
] x Cor. xv. 43. m Matt. x. 32. 1 1 Joh 


Thus we > have finiſhed the 1 2 


2 
of the Body of Divinity, by conſidering Gop in 
his Nature, Perſonalities, Purpoſes, and Noris, and 
Man in his State of [rnocency, Corruption, Grace, 
and Gry: And, becauſe the Scripture is very 
copious and large nou: the State of Grace, we 
N | 
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| have ſeen the METHoD of Grace, by the Father's 
Choice, the Son's Purchaſe, whoſe Perſon, Offices, 


and States concur in our Redemption, and by the 
Spirit's Operation : And then we have ſeen the 
 Bres5INNGs of a Stete of Grace; how all true Be- 


lievers are jz/ifed, adopted, aueh, comforted, and 


preſerved unto everlaſting Life. 


Theſe Subjects, thus copiouſſy handled and | 
| moſt regularly digeſted, contain the whole Sub- | 
ſtance of what we are to believe concerning God | 


and ourſelves. And ſo we pals on to 


The PRACTICAL Parr of Divinity. 


This in its own Nature muſt reſpect the Duty 
which God requires of Man; under which we 


have 


5 . unto us. 


Q. 39. What i is the Duty which Ged requireth 


of Men? : 


A. The iy: which God zequireth of Man 


is Obedience to his revealed Will p. 
85 2 Mie. vi. 8. 2 Sam. xv. 22. 


II. The Rule of Duty ; namely, the moral 


Law; which is briefly comprized in the Ten 
Commandments. : 


O- 40. What did God 6: 2 reveal to Man 
fer the Rule of his Obedience? 5 
A. The Rule which God at firſt revealed . 
te 


„ Nature of Duty ; ; which conſiſts in 
- obeying the Will of Ges, as revealed or made x 


P 7 2 * . 4% 
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to Man for his Obedience was the moral 
Law. 


7 Rom. ii. 14 I 5. 


Q. 41. Where is the moral Law lamm 
comprehended ? 
A. The moral Law is mmm compre- 


hended | in the Ten Commandments 1. 


* Deut. x. 4. Matt. xix. 17. 


II. The Sun and Su3flance of our Duty which | 


is true Love to God and our Neighbour, 


Q. 42. What is the Sum of the Ten Com- 


mandments E: 


. The Sum of the Ten Commandments ; 


5 is, to love the Lord our God with all our 
| Heart, with all our Soul, with all our Strength, 
and with all our Mind, and our . as 
ourſelves „ : 


I: Matt. xxii. 37 38, 30, 8 
IV. The Joe ad Obligations to Duty, as 


; repreſented in the Preface to the Ten Commands; 
namely, becauſe of our $:4j2/ion to him as the 
. LorDp, our Relation to him as our God, and his 


providential or ſpecial Kindneſs to us as our r Dene- 


factor and Redeemer. 


Q. 43. What is the Preface to the Ten cm- 


mandments 2 
N The Preface to the Ten 88 
ments s in theſe Wark, (7s am ihe Lord thy 


Cod, 
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Cod, which have brought thee out of the Land of - 


Egypt, out of the gs of Bondage t. ) 
7 Exod. xx. 


Q.- 44; What doth the Preface to the Ten 
Conimandmeuts teach us? 


A. The Preface to the Ten Commendinents 
teacheth us, that becauſe God is the Lord, and 
our God and Redeemer, therefore we are bound | 


to keep all his Commandments „ 
0 Deut. xi. 1. Luke i i. 745 75. 1 Pet. i i. 15=19- 


| v. The ical Parts and ier of our 
Duty, as ſet forth in the Ten Commandments, 
and the diſtinct but full Expoſition of them, which 
follows in the Catechiſm. And here I muſt ven- 
ture to recommend this Explanation of them to 
every one who defires to know his Duty, as a moſt 


regular, compendious, and inſtructive View of what 


God requires of us; for under every Command 


you have a ſummary Account of the Duties requi- 


red and Sins forbidden, together with ſeveral other 
Things occaſionally, which tend to explain and en- 
force the whole. As for the Order in which our 

Duty is ſet before us, nothing need be ſaid to re- 


commend it, fince the Commands themſelves are 


given in this Order by Divine Inſpiration ; only it 


may be very proper juſt to ſhow the Nature of 
the Method in which the Word of God has 


placed them, that we might ſee the neceſſary 
Connection and Relation between the various 


Duties required of us; becauſe this will open a 
. 1 Field 
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Field of delightful Speculation, will give us a 


View of the Divine Wiſdom in planning them out, 
and will tend to fix them in our Minds and en- 


force them upon our Conſciences. And however 


thoſe who maintain, value, and defend the fore- 


going Doctrines of free Grace may be branded 


with Autinomianiſin, yet I hope we ſhall make it 


appear, both by our Profeſſion and Practice, that 
we are as much (if not more) concerned to avoid 
every Sin, and to perform every Duty, as thoſe 
who make their Duty their juſtifying Righteouſ- 
neſs before God; whereby they contradict the 
Perfection of God's Holineſs and ſuſtice, ſet aſide 
the Redemption and Righteouſneſs of Chun iſt, and 


depreciate the ee. and OE: of the | 


Spirit's Work. 


Loet us therefore now acknowiedes our Sub- 


| jection, our Relation, and our Gratitude to God, 


by attending to know, and endeavouring, in his 


Strength, to perform the Duties required of us. 
Are we then really and ſincerely deſirous to know _ 
what the Lord our God calls for from us? let us 


hear what the Law of ten Commands ſays unto us. 
Theſe Precepts are naturally divided into zuwo 


Tables: The ft, which takes in the firſt four. 
Commands, ſets forth our Duty to God ; 3 the 


ſecond ſets forth our Duty to Man. 


Our Dur y to GOD; 


Which is deſeribed in the firſt four Commands; 5 
” and they ſtand in this Order : 


The fir/t Commandment reſpects the Nature and 


Object of Divine Worſhip ; and ſtrictly requires 
us to worſhip JOS alone, and to honour and 


porify 5 
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glorify him with all the Powers we have; to 
know him with aur Underſtandings, to embrace 
him with our Wills, to cleave to him with our 


Affections, to acknowledge him in our Profeſſion, 
and obey him in our Practice; or, in other 
Words, to depend upon him as our frff Cauſe, 
to eſteem him our chief Good, to ſubject ourſelves | 
to his Will as our h:ghe/t Lord, and to ſeek his | 
Glory as our 14% End: And every thing that is 
contrary to, or falls ſhort of ſuch a ſerious, ſpiri- 
tual Regard to the Lord in our Hearts, Lips, or 
Lives is really ſinful. Theſe Things are ſum- 
marily expreſt and enforced under the firft Com- 


mandment . 


Q. 45. Which is the fob a #7 


A. The firſt Commandment is, (Thou halt 4 


have uo other Gods before me.) Exod. xx. 3. 


—— 0 45. What is required in the rt Com- 
 mandment ? : 


A. The firſt commandment ak 5 us to 
know w, and acknowledge God to be the only | 
true God, and our God x, and to worſhip and | 


glorify him accordingly y. 


_ w 1 Chron. xxvili. 9. * Deut. xxvi. 17. 


3 Matt. iv. 10. Pal, xxix. 2. 


Q. 47. What i⸗ forbidden i in the if Com- 


„ 


8 * ä —_ 1 
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— . The firſt Commandment forbiddeth the 
denying z, or not worſhipping and glorifying 


the true God, as God 4, and our God 6, and 
the giving that Worſhip and Glory to any 
| Other, which is due to him alone c. 


z Pfal. xiv. 1. @ Rom. i. 20, 21. 4 Pal. o. 


11. Rom. i. 25. 


Q. 48. What are we eſpecially taught by theſe 


Mords (before me) in the firſt Commandment ? 


A. Theſe Words (before me) in the firſt 


| Commandment teach us, that God, who ſeeth 
| all Things, taketh Notice of, and is much 
duiſpleaſed with the Sin of having any other 
i Gala 


4 Pſal. xliy. 20, 21. 


| . The fe cond Command reſpects the Mean: and Or- 
dinances of Divine Worſhip ; requiring us to keep 
| cloſe to God's Appointments, without adding to 


them or detracting from them. 


Q. 49. Which is the ſecond Commeondment ? 
A. The ſecond Commandment is (Thou ſhalt 


rot make unto thee any graven Image, or any Like- 


' neſs of any Thing that is in Heaven above, or that 


is in the Earth beneath, cr that is in the Water 
under the Earth: Thou ſhalt net bow down thy- 
ſelf to them, nor ſerve them : For I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, viſiting the Iniquity of the 
Fathers 1 Fu the Children, unto the thb rd and. 

0 „ - 
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fourth Generation of them that hate me, and ſhew- 
ing Mercy unto Thouſands of them that love me, 
and keep my Commandments). Exod. xx. 4, 5, 6. 


Q. 50. What is required in the ſecond Com- 
mandment ? 
A. The ſecond Conti requirerh the 
receiving, obſerving e, and keeping pure and 
entire all ſuch religious W orſhip and Ordi- 
nances as God hath appointed in his Word F. 


e Deut. xxxii. 46. Matt. xxviii. 20. F Deut. 
$1}. 32. Ae li. 42. 


Q. 51. What 15 forbidden in the ſecond C am- 


mandment 3 

The ſecond. Commandment forbiddeth 
the worſhipping of God by Images g. or any 
otlier Way not pon in his Word 5. 1 
e Deut. iv. 15, 16. h Col. ii. 18. 


Q. 52. What are the Reaſons annexed to the 
ſecond Commanament 2 ; 
A. The Reaſons annexed to the ſecond 
Commandment are God's Sovereignty over 
us 7, his Propriety in us &, and the Zeal he 

hath for his own Worſhip I. 
Pal. xev; 2, 3. © -#-PL Al. 11. Exod. 
xxxiv. 14. 25 


The third Command reſpects the F, ame and Views 
of our Souls in every Act of Divine Worthip ; 
requi ing a fcrious and ſpiritual Uſe of all that 

whereby 
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whereby God makes himſelf known; and forbid- 


ding all prophane Swearing, together with all 
ſelfiſh Views, irreverent Behaviour, and cainal 
Frames, eſpecially when we have to do with 


ſacred Things. 
5 = 53. Which is the 154 an , 


A. The third Commandment is (Thou 2 | 
not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain, 
for the Lord will not hold him guiitleſs that taketi 


bis Name in rain). Exod. xx. 7. 


. What is required. in the third Cear- 
mandment * 


A. The third Commandment requireth the 
holy and reverend Uſe of God's Names , 
Titles, Attributes 2, Ordinances 0, Word 5 


and Works 4. 


m Pſal. xcvi. 8. 7 Rev. xv. 3, 4. | + Eeclef v. . 


: p Pſal. exxxviii. 2. 9g Job xxxvi. 24. 


Q. 55. What is Jrlidden in the third an- 


mandment? 


A. The third Commandment forbiddeth all 
profaning and abuſing of any thing whereby 


God maketh himſelf Las J. 
r Mal. i. 6, 7, 12. Mal, ii. 2, 


Q. 56. IWhat is the Reaſan annexed to the 
third Commandinent 2 


A. The Reaſon annexed to the third Coin: 


mandment is, that however the Breakers of ; 
this Commandment may elcape Puniſhment 


Sc from 
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from Men, yet the Lord our God will not ſuffer 
them to eſcape his righteous Judgments 2. 

N Deut. xxviii. 58, 9 


The fourth C:mmand hots the Times and : 


8 a/ons of Divine Worſhip ; requiring a ſtrict and 


holy Obſervance ct the Sabbath-Day ; where it is 
_ needful to remark, as the Catechiſm very juſtly 
does, that the weekly Sabbath is to be now kept 

on the firſt Day of the Week by Chriſtians, as it 


— on the ſeventh Day by the Jews. 


Q. 57. Which is the fourth Commandment ? 
A. The fourth Commandment is (Remember 


the Sabbatb-Day to keep it holy : Six Days ſhalt 
thou labour and do all thy Work, but the ſeventh _ 
Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy Ged; in 


it thou fhalt not do any Work, thou, nor thy 


Son, nor thy Daughter, thy Man-Servant, nor thy 


Maid- Servant, nor thy Cattle, nor thy Stranger 


that is within thy Gates : For in fix Days the 


Lord made Heaven and Earth, , the Sea, and all 


that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh Day, | 
wwhberefore the Lord Bleſſed the Sabbath Day, and | 


| hallowed it). Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10, 11. 


Q. 58. Mal is required in the feurth Com- | 


gs g. 


A. The fourth Commandment requireth the 
keeping bony to God ſuch ſer Times as he hath 
appointed 


n 


, 
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appointed in his Word; expreſly one whole Day 


in ſeven to be an holy Sabbath to himſelf 7. 


r Levit. xix. 30. Deut. e 
Q. 59. Which Day of the ſeven bath Gel e- 


5 painted to be the weekly Sabbatb? 
A. From the Beginning of the World to the : 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, God appointed the ſe- 


venth Day of the Week to be the weekly Sah- 
bath z, and the firſt Day of the Week ever 


4 fince, to continue to the nd of the Workd, 


which is the Chriſtian Sabbath w. 


1 Gen. ii. 3. w Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. xvi. , 2. > 
Rev. i. 10. 


Q. 60. Ei is the Sabbath to be ſfanflifed 7 
A. The Sabbath is to be ſanctified by an 
holy reſting all that Day, even from ſuch _ 


worldly Employments and Recreations as are 
lawful on other Days x, and ſpending the 
whole Time in the publick and private Exer- 
ciſes of God's Worſhip y, except ſo much as 
is to be taken up in the Works of Necellity 

and Mercy x. 


x Lev. XXili. 3. Neh. xiii. 15—22. 3 Pha, 


cli. #2. 16. Ixvi. 23. X Matt. cli. IT, 12. 


Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth Com- 


manament ? 


A. The W Commandment forbildeth 


the Omifi jon, or careleſs Performance of the 


E. 1 Duties 
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Duties required a, and the profaning the Day 


by Idleneſs, or doing that which is jn itſelf 
ſinful b, or by unneceſſary Thoughts, Words, 


or Works, about worldly IO Pau or 


Recreations 6 


4 Ezek. xxii. 26. Amos v viii. 5. Mal. i. 13. 1 


D Ezek. xxiii. 38. Ila. Ivili. 13. Jer. xvii. 24—27. 


Q. 62. What are the Reaſons annexed to ie 


fourth Commandment ? 


A. The Reaſons annexed to the nk 
Commandment are, God's allowing us ſix 
Days of the Week for our own Employ- | 
ments d, his challenging a ſpecial Propriety in 


the ſeventh e, his own Example 5. and his 
bleſſing the Sabbath- Day g. 


d Exod. xxxi. 15, 16. e Lev. xXiii, 3 F Exod. 


XXXi. 17. & Gen. ii. 3. 


Abd this is the Subſtance of our Duty with 


reſpect to God; namely, to worthip him alone, : 


- to glorify and honour him, in that Way, with 


that Frame of Spirit, and at thoſe ee which - 


he has directed. 


And ſo we go on to the Duties of the fecond : 


Table; which regard 
Our Dor to MAN, 


Contained in the remaining fix Commands, which 


ſtand in the following beautiful Order: 
The fifth Command reſpects our Neighbours 


: Relations to us; requiring us to pay all ſuitable 
Nene - 


r — — 
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Reſpedt to others, according to their eee; ; 
whether Providence has ſet them in a Station 


above us, or below us, or upon a Level 
with us. 


Q. 6 3. Which is - the fifth Conair 2 
A. The fifth Commandment is (Honour thy 


Father and thy Mother, that thy Days oo be. 


long upon the Land which the Lord thy G 


giveth thee). Exod. xx. 12. 


Q. 64. What is required in the Alb m. 


mandment 9 


A. The fifth Commandment requireth che | 


preſerving the Honour, and performing the 
Duties belonging to every one in their ſeveral 
Places and Relations, : as Superiors þ, Inferiors 5 
or Equals æ. g 


þ Eph. v. 21, 22. Eph. vi. 1,5. Rom. xili. 7. 7,8. 


1 Pet. ii. 17. i Eph. vi. 9. Rom. xii. 10. 


Q. 6 5. What is + forbidden in the fifth Com- : 


mandmen 8 


C Let bbec ohe © 


neglecting of, or doing any thing againſt the 
Honour and Duty which belongeth to every 


one in their ſeveral Places and Relations J. 
1 Matt. xv. 4, 55 6. 


6 66. What is the Reaſon annexed to the 


72 Commandment ? 


A. The Reaſon annexed to the fifth Com- 


N mandment 5 


44 The Aſemby's Catechiſm 
mandment is, a Promiſe of long Life and 


_ Proſperity (as far as it ſhall ſerve for God's 


Glory and their own Good) to all ſuch as keep 
this Commandment m. 


m Eph. vi. 2, 3. 


The fi 14 a reſpects our own and our 
Neighbour's Lie; requiring every thing that pru- 
dently and lawfully tends to the Preſervation 


thereof, and forbidding whatſoever tends, either 


in Thought, Affection, or Action, to the * 
dice thereof. ; | 


Q. 67. Which is the fixth cane ? 


A. The ſixth Commandment is a 2 - 
not kill), Exod. xx. 13. 


Q. 68. What | is required in the 2 0 om- 


mandmen!? | 
. The ſixth commandment requireth all 
: lawful Endeavours to preſerve our own Life u, 


and the Life of others 0. 


Eh. v. 28, 29. 0 Pal Ixxxii, 3,4. Joh 
Ai. & > 


Qi. 69. What 15 forbidden i in the . xtb Com- 


mandment £ 


H. be ſixth Commandment forbiddeth the 


taking a«ay our own Vile p, or the Life of 
our Neighbour 3, unju. ly, and whatſoever 
tendeth thereunto rx. oh 


15 Mi xvi. 28. g Gen, ix. 6. Prov. xxiv. 
3 Matt. v. 21, 22. 5 


The 


5 1 e r 
rere 
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The ſeventh Command reſpects our own and our 
Neighboui's Chaflity ; requiring every thing that 
is chaſte and decent, and forbidding every thing 
! that is unchaſte or obſcene, in Thought, Speech, f 


i and Behaviour. 
2. 70. Which is the 1 Commandment ? 
A. The ſeventh Commandment is (Thou 
Halt not commit adultery), Exod, xx. 14. 
Q. 71. What is required in the ſeventh Com- 
mandment? 
A. The ſeventh Commandment requireth 
the Preſer vation of our own 5, and our Neigh- 
bour's Chaſtity 7, in Heart 1, Speech w, and 
Behaviour r. 5 
21 Theſf. iv. 4. . Eph. v. 117 12. x Cor. vi. 
2—5. 4 2 Tim. i, 22. w Col. iv. 6. * 1 Pet. 


„ 
i 


25257 | 
8 — — _—_ 
— —_—_ PIs 2 


n 1 R ‚ —2 . 


i. 2. 
Q 72. What i js s frbiden in the be ſeventh Com- | 
mandment?%_ —: 
A. The ſeventh Commandment forbiddeth 5 
all unchaſte Thoughts by Words z, and 
Actions a. 6 | 
3 Matt. v. 28. = Eph. v. 4- a Eph. v. 3. I 


The eighih Command. reſpects our own and 
Neighbour's Property; requiring whatever law- 
fully promotes, and forbidding whatever unjuſtly 
prevents the peaceable — and . 
ment thereak, - 


| „ Q. 73+ 
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QQ. 73. Which is the eighth Commandment ? 
A. The eighth Commandment is (T4 Bu. ſhalt 
rot tea). Exod. xx. 15. 


Q 74. What 15 ; required in the eighth Com- | 


mandment ; 25 
A. The cighth Commandinent requireth the 


lawful procuring and furthering the Wealth and 


| outward Eſtate of ourſelves &, and others c. 


b Rom. xii. 17. Prov. xxvii. 23. Lev. xxv. 35. 


Deut. xxii. 1-4. Phil, ii. 4. 


2 75. What is forbidden in the eighth Com- 


' mandment ? 


A. The eighth Commandment forbiddeth- 
whatſoever &oth, or may unjuſtly hinder our 
own d, or our N eighbour” 8 Wealth or out- 


ward Eſtate e. 


41 Him. v. 8. Prov. xxviii. I9. 8 Ni. 6, 
| - "Job XX. 19, 20. Ep bb. iv. 29. „„ 


The ninth Command reſpects our own and our 


Neighbour's Reputation; enjoining ſtrict Integrity 
and Truth in our Dealings, and forbidding every 
thing that is hurtful to the good Name and Re- 


putation of ourſelves or others. 


Q:7 6. Which is the ninth Came | , 
” The ninth Commandment is (Thou ſhalt 


not bear falſe Wi meſs Saint thy Negiveer ). . 
5 Exod. *. 16. 


Qi. 
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Q. 77. What is required in the ninth Cen- 

 mandment ? | : 15 
A. The ninth Commandment requireth the 

maintaining and promoting of Truth between 
Man and Man f, and of our own g, and our 

| Neighbour's good Name 6, Oy” in Wit- 
neſs-bearing 7. 

Zech. viii. 16. gu pet. jii. 16. Acts xv. 10. 

5 3 Epiſt. John 12. z Prov. xiv. 5, 25. | 


Q. 78. What is fer bidden in the ninth can. | 
mandment ?. 
A. The ninth Commandment forbiddeth 
whatſoever is prejudicial to Truth &, or injuri- 
ous to our own /, or our Neighbour” $ your ; 
Name in. 

& Rom. iii. 1 $7 Job rl 5. Paal r. 3 
„VVͤ!.!.!. 886 VVö‚fß. 


The ten!5 Command reſpects our own and our 
Neighbour's Contentment ; requiring us to be fatiſ- 
fied with the Allotments of Providence towards 
ourſelves and others. 


Q. 79. Bi <> is the tenth Canndendient 'E 


as The tenth Commandment is (Thou ſhalt 
not ccdet thy Neigbbour's Houſe, thou ſhalt not 
covet thy Neiebbour's Wh fe, nor his Man- Servant, 
vor his Maid-Sercant, ner his Ox, nor bis . 
nor Guy thing that is th Y Netghbour's), Exod. 


Q. $0.- 
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Q. $0. What is 66 in the tenth Com- 
mandment ® 


1 Fs renth Commandment requireth full 
5 Contentment with our own Condition u, with 
a right and charitable Frame of Spirit towards 


our Neighbour, and all that is his o. 


1 Heb. xiii. 5. 1 Tim. vi. 6. 0 Rom. xii. 1 . 


1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 6. 


Q. 8r. What is 5 forbidden i in the tenth Cow: 


- mandment 3 8 


A. The tenth commandment forbiddeth all 
: Diſcontent with our own Eftate p, envying or 
grieving at the Good of our Neighbour , and 
all inordinate Motions and Aﬀections to any 


thing that is his v. 


D 1 Cor. x. 10. 1 Kings xxi. 7 700 v. 26. 


r Col. iii. 5. Rom. vii. Te. 


1 1. have ſpecified more diftindily the par- 
ticular Duties required and Sins forbidden: But 
I chooſe rather to conclude this brief Account of 
the Commands, by ſubjoining a Set of Rules, 


which carry their own Evidence, and which will 


_ affiſt every one to explain and apply the Precepts 


to themſelves, and will ſhow the Spirituality, Per- 
- OR and Extenſiveneſs of the Divine Law *. 
Where-ever a Duty is commanded the 


3 Sin is forbidden; and where a Sin is 


nee the Contrary Ly is commanded. 


2. Under 


» Te following Rules 3 are extrated out of — larger Catechiſm, 


Re N 
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2. Under one Sin or Duty, all of the ſame Kind 


are forbidden or commanded ; together with all 
proper Cauſes, Means, Occaſions, and Appearances 
thereof, and Provocations thereunto. 

3. Whatever is forbidden or commanded to 
ourſelves, we are bound, according to our Places, 
to endeavour that it may be avoided or performed 
by others, according to the Duty of their Places. 


4. We are bound, according to our Places and 


1 Callings, to be helpful to others in what is com- 
: manded them; and to take heed leſt we be Par- 


takers of the Sins of othe:s, by CHUA or 


conniving at them. 


| 5. The Law of God is to be e of 

as reaching to the Heart, Underſtanding, Will, 
Affections, and all other Powers of the Soul, as 
well as to the Words and Actions; ſo that what- 
ever is commanded, the Lord requires it to be 
done with the Heart, and with ſuitable Affection; 
and whatever is forbidden, the Lo:d forbids every 
Motion of Thought, Wiſh, or Defire tending. 


| thereunto.— 80 ſpiritual is the Law of Gdd. 


6. The Lord bindeth every one to full Confor- 


mity in the whole Man unto the Requirements of 
his Law, and unto entire Obedience continually, 
: fo as to require the utmoſt Perfection of every 


Duty, and to forbid the leaſt Degrce of every 


Sin; otherwiſe the Law of the Lo d would not be 
perfect, and the Holy God would be ſuppoſed to 
diſpenſe with, and connive at, what is ſinful. 


Let us all ſeriouſly apply theſe plain, obvious, 
and evident Rules unto the Divine Cemmands, that 


we might ſee them in their large Extent, and then 
ET : F LE compare 
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- " „„ 
„ TIS” > 7 ” * e 
_ 89833 2 + ik * 7 * * E : . : 
n — * r 5 _ : 
3 8 2 6 ” Yes 
* 5 2 — — 2 8 2 


5 ** 
2 


— _— + pr ES 


. Aſſembly s Catechiſm 


compare our Hearts and Lives herewith, that we 
may know what we are to endeavour after, and 


wherein we ae defective. 


Thus we have regularly finiſhed the ein 
Part of Divinity; and ſo in a Senſe have gone 
through the whole of it, as to what we are to be- 
lieve concerning Ged, and what Duty God re- 


quires of Man; But ſurely we ought not to paſs 


over or lay aſide theſe great and important 


Matters without ſome ſuitable Improvement, but 
ſhould aim to b ing them home unto ourſelves, to 
know our own State, Hope, and Duty: And this 


the remaining Part of the Catechiſm moſt regu- 


larly introduces which I would therefore call 


The APPLICATION. 
Js the Law of God fo ſpiritual, extenſive, and 


perfect as we have juſt ſeen? and is the Grace of | 


| God ſo iich, fice, and glorious as has been de- 
ſcribed in the former Part of this Syſtem? then 
w2 may improve the whole, 1ſt, by way of Hu- 


meliation; 20y, by way of Cont icin; 5 me, dy, 


by way of Direction. 

Firſt, For Humiliotion. Sitice the Div ine Tu 
is ſo ſpiritual and extenfive ; what Reaſon have we 
to humble ourſelves before the perfectly holy God, 
on comparing it with our Natures, Hearts, and 
Lives! How weak, feeble, and incapable are we 


in our pieſent State to perform the Righteouſneſs 


of the Law! Cur Thoughts, Words, and Actions 
appear very defective ard very defiled, when 
biougÞt to this Tranſcript of Divine Holinels ; 
for which Reaſon it is inpotible that any Righte- 


ouſneſs , 


Mr uh as, RE , , "rea 
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ouſneſs performed by us ſhould be able to juſcii'y y : 
us in the Sight of God. 


Q. 82. Is any Man able per; 5 40 e the 


| Commandments of God ? 


A. No mere Man ſince the Fall is able in 
this Life perfectly to keep the Command- 
ments of God s, but doth daily break them in 
Thought 7, Word 4, and Deed w. 
el Ecclef. vii. 20. 1 John „. . Gal. v. 17. 
Gen. viii. 21. « Jam. iii. 8. 7 Jam. iii. 2. 


Secondly, For Cenviddion. Hence we ſee Rea- 


ſon not only to be humbled for our Ie, and 
Pollution, but likewiſe to be convicted and alarmed 
in our Conſciences on account of our Guilt, and 
Liableneſs to the awful Judgment of God. Let 
thoſe that are ſtupid, and cal eleſs about themſelves 

and their Sins, remember, I hat although ſome 
Sins are more heinous than others, and ſome Sin- 
ners viler than others; yet every Sin is of ſo ma- 
| lignant and odious a Nature, as truly to deſerve 
the Wrath of God, and the Cu:ſe of his Law, 


both here and hereafter, to all Eteinity ; for Sin, 


as it is committed againſt an infinite God, as it 
is a Trampling upon infinite Authority, a Re- 
proaching of infinite Wiſdom, a Dating of 
almighty Power, an Oppoſing of infinite Holi- 
neſs, Enraging to infinite Juſtice, and a Contempt 
of infinite Goodneſs, does therefore deſeive eyer- 


laſting Puniſhment, and renders the Sinner liable 
. 


F . Q. 83. 
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Q. 83. Are all T ranſgreſſio ons of be Law 


* heinous 2 


A. Some Sins in themſelves, and by reaſon 
of ſeveral Aggravations, are more heinous in 


the Sight of God than others x. 
__— John x XIX, 11. Pfal. lxxviii. 17.  Ezek, vil. 
6,13, 15. 


0 84. What duh every Sin deſerve Xx 
A. Every Sin deſerveth God's Wrath and 
Curſe, both in this Life and that which is to 


come y. 


, pb. v. 6. Gal. iii. 10. Matt xxv. 4. 


Thirdly, For Dine Are any hook ſo hum- 


| bled and convinced in themſelves as to be earneſt- 
ly defirous of knowing the Way to eſcape this de- 
ſerved Wrath, and the Way to true Holineſs and 
Happineſs, let them attend to the Directions, the 


ſuitable and excellent Directions the Word of 
God gives in this Affair; for this is the moſt 


comprehenſive and momentous Caſe of Conſci- | 


| ence that can poſſibly be put. Remember then, 


that you ae not called upon to fave yourſelves by 
your own Strength, or to juſtify yourſelves by 

your own Righteouſneſs, both which are utterly 

impoſſible : Put behold a Door of Hope is opened 


to you, ard the Way to Heaven planned out in 


the bleſſed Goſpel ; for (conſider ing the Perfection 
of the Law and the Freeneſs of the Grace of God) 
you are directed, iſt, to fly to Chriſt by Faith; 


Adly, to fly from your Sins and from yourtelves 


| 2 * =" _ 
. oe hood © 
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by Repentance; and, 3dly, to make uſe of thoſe 
Means of Grace which God has ordained for the 
3 Conviction and Converſion of Sinners, and for 

the Sanctification, Contirmation, and Conſolation | 
of his People. 


Q. 85. What doth Cod require of us, that 


we may eſcape bis Wrath and Curſe due to us ? 
4 for Sin? 4 


A. To eſcape the Wrath and Cul of God 4 
due to us for Sin, God requireth of us Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, Repentance unto Life z, with the 

diligent Uſe of all the outward Means, whereby 
_ Chriſt communicateth to us the Benefits of Re- 


be 3 hee ae; Pre org, 
** 
— 


. ei hte. es ELOISE: 


demption a. 3 
| "7 Ads xx. 21, 2 Prov. it. 1—5. Prov. viik. * 
Y l | 32—35. 5 15 . | 5 


What now remains is only to conſider the Parts 
of this Direction diſtinctly, and in their Order. | 
I. We are directed to fly to Chriſt, and live td 


upon him by Faith. Since there is Salvation in . 
no other but in him, it is evident there can be no 1 
I other Way to a Salvation from Sin and Wrath "i 
' | than by going to him, receiving of him, and F 
1 reſting upon him as the , all-ſufficient, and 75 
free Saviour: And this can be only by Faith; 9 
| | which is not a mere notional Belief of the ruth _ 0 
of the Goſpel concerning Chriſt, but is ſuch a real, 1 
/ 3 hearty Perſuaſion of Chriſt's Fulneſs and Freeneſs, ah 


and of our own Emptineſs and Unworthineſs, as 
> |} cttectually moves and encourages our Souls to 
— i IT VV 
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go to him, approve of him, and depend upon 
him for all the Bleſſings we need as Sinners, that 
are utterly helpleſs and unworthy in ourſelves : 


And whenever a ſenſible Soul thus comes to Jeſus | 


_ Chriſt he is brought dy the MN ns of the 
Holy Spirit. 


Q. 86. What is Faith in + Feſus Chrif ' 


A. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt is a ſaving Grace " 


| whereby we receive c, and reſt upon him alone 


for Salvation d, as he is — to us in the 


Goſpel e. 


5 Heb. x. 39. 4 1. 12. 41. xxvi. 3 + 
Phil. iii. 9. Ila. xxxiii. 22. 


II. We are directed to ue from ourſelves and 
from our Sins by Repentance : For true Faith can- 


not be without Repentance, nor true Repentance 


without Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. In vain do thoſe 
pretend truly to believe in Jeſus Chriſt who have 


not a true Senſe of Sin, a Shame and Grief for it, 


and a Hatred of/ it, and a real Deſire and Endea- 
vour after new Obedience; and as vain are their | 
Pretenſions, who ſuppoſe they truly repent, but are 


— 
TR . ; * 
6 — f Anh 


not, by their Sight and Hatred of Sin, quickened | 


and directed to Jeſus Chriſt alone for Grace to 


pardon their Guilt, and for Strength to ſubdue 1 


their Corruptions and purify their Hearts. 
2.87. What is Repentance unto Life? 


A. Repentance unto Life is a ſaving Grace f, 


whereby a inner, out of a true Senſe of his 


Sin g, and Apprehenſion 94 the Mercy of 


God 


{ 


RA, 


2 
{ 
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God in Chriſt þ, doth with Grief and Hatred 
of his Sin turn from it unto God :, with full 


Purpoſe of, and Endeavour after new Obe. 


dience k. 


F Acts xi. 18. 2 Acts li. 37. 7 Joel i ü. 12, 13. 


7 Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. Ezek. xxxvi. 31. * Pſal. 


exix. 5% 


III. We are directed to the Uſe of thoſe 2 


of Grace which God hath ordained, for us to | 
make uſe of, and for him to work by. In and {1 
by theſe, as Inſtruments, God is graciouſly pleaſed 


to convey the Bleſſings of Grace into our Souls. 


Theſe Means of Grace are very numerous and 


valuable; but the chief of them are theſe three, 


I. 'The Wert: . The Sacrenents ; and, 43 Prayer. 


Q. 88. What are the outward Means where- 


by Chriſt communicateth to us the Benefits of Re- 5 
demption Rs 


A. The outward and ordinary Means where- 
by Chriſt communicateth to us the Benefits of 


Redemption, are his Ordinances, eſpecially the 
Word, Sacraments, and Prayer /, all which are 
| made effectual to the Elect for Salvation, 


[ Nlatt. xxvili. 19, 20. Acts ii. 41, 42. 


That we might ſee how uſeful theſe Means of 


Grace are, and the Je we are to make of them, 
we ſhould attend to each of them diſtinctly. 


1. The WorD oF Gop, whether as read, 


heard, meditated upon, or * converſed about, is a 
great 
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great and fundamental Means of Grace; as it con- 
tains in it the whole which we are to believe and 
perform: It muſt therefore have a wonderful 
Suitableneſs and Tendericy to anſwer all ſpiritual 
and gracious Pu: poſes. There is every thing in 
it that is ſuited to rouſe the Stupid, to teach the 
| Ignorant, to convince the Cainally-ſecure, to 
drive the Wicked and Self-righteous out of their 
vain Hopes, to p.event the convinced Soul from 
ſinking into Deſpair, to direct the Soul to Jeſus 
Chriſt for all Salvation, to comfort the Diſconſo- 
late, to ſtrengthen the Weak, to reſolve the 
Doubting, to reſtore the Backſliding, to excite all 
the Graces of the Spirit into Exerciſe, and to pu- 
rify the Soul from Sin and fit it for the Enjoy- 
ment of God. Such important Ends as theſe tlie 
Word of God is calculated to promote, and for 
that Reaſon is to be highly valued and diligently 
uſed by us; and the Power of the Divine Spirit 
accompanying it makes it actually effectual for 
| theſe Ends to the choſen Pecple of God. Sr, 
F How rs the lord made effetual t 
Salvation? 
be Spirit of God maketh the reading, 
but eſpecially the preaching of the Word, an 
 effectual Means of convincing and converting 
Sinners m, and of building them up in Holineis 
and Comfert, through Faith 1, unto Salva- 


| tion 0. 


n Plal. xix. 7. Neh. viii. 8. Rom. x. 74. 


» 1 Theſ. i. 6. Rom. xv. 4 „ Rom. i, 16. 


2 Tim. li. 15, 16. 5 
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The U/ we are to make of it, in Dependence 
upon the Divine Spirit for a Bleſſing upon it, is 
to attend to it diligently, ſeriouſly, and devoutly ; 
to believe and prize it; to retain and practice it. 


Q. go. Heu is the Word to be read and heard, 
that it may become eſfectual to Salvation? 
A. That the Word may become effectual 
to Salvation, we muſt attend thereunto with 
Diligence p, Preparation q, and Prayer . 
ceive it with Faith s, and I ove, lay it up in 
our Hearts u, and practiſe it in our Lives ww. 
5 Prov. viii. 34. 9 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. 1 Pfal. exix. 
18. s Heb. iv. 2. 7 2 Theſ. ii. 10. 2 Pſal. exix. 
11. w James i. 25. Luke vin. 15. 


2. The SACRAMENTS alſo are valuable and 
_ uſeful Means of Grace, which we are to be 
_ thankful for, and rightly to uſe, for God's Glory 
and our ſpiritual Benefit : Concerning which we 
muſt underſtand (1ſt) their Uſe, ( 2dly) their Na- 
ture, and (3dly) their Number. 

te.) Their LJ and Efficacy. And here it bs | 
highly neceſſary (that all Miſtake may be pre- 
vented) to take Notice, that they are not in 
themſelves ſaving Ordinances, neither can they 
of themſelves either convey or confirm Grace : 
There is no ſuch v irtue in them, or in him that 
adminiſters them ; but they are upon a Level 
with other Ordinances, as their Efficacy entirely 
depends upon the Blefting and Spirit of Chriſt, 
and the Fenef.t of them is received by Faith. 


Q. 91, 
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Q. 91. How do the Sacraments become effec- 
tual Means of Salvation ? 5 
A. The Sacraments become effectual Means 
of Salvation, not from any Virtue in them, or 
in him that doth adminiſter them x, but only 
by the Bleſſing of Chriſt, and the Working of 
his Spirit in them that by Faich receive them Y.. 
x 1 Cor. iii. 7. 1 Pet. di. 21. 


(2.) Their Natures Which is this; They : re- 
preſent, in a familiar and ſtriking Manner, to 


the Bee, the moſt important Dodyines of the 


_ Goſpel, Bleſſings of Grace, and Promiſes of the 
Covenant, by ſenſible Signs; whereby our Un- 
derſtandings are inſtructed, our Faith confirmed, 
and aur Hearts affected and impreſt ; and ſo 
_ Chriſt and his Benefits are applied, by the Power 
of the Spirit, unto the Souls and Conſciences of 


true Believers. 
Q. 92. What is a Invent * 
A. A Sacrament is an holy Ordinance i in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt, wherein, by ſenſible Signs, 


Chriſt and the Benefits of the new Covenant 


are repreſented 25 ſealed, and N to Be- 
lie vers a. 


= Gen. xvii. 10. 4 ä iv. 11. 


What ba been PER briefly faid of them is ſuf- 
ficient to recommend them to us, and to make 
us very defirous to know what they are: Which 


leads us to conſider „ 
F a Their 
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(g3.) Their Number: And though there were 
many ſuch under the Old Teſtament, yet now, 


under the New, there are wo only ; BAPTISM 


and the LoRD's SUPPER, 


Q. 93. What are the Sacraments of the New 


Fe FO + F 
A. The Sacraments of the New Teſtament 
are Baptiſm 5, and the Lord's Supper 6; 


þ Mark xvi. 16. 1 Cor. xi. 23. 


iſt, BayTisM which is a ſtanding Ordinance 


of Chriſt, deſigned to anſwer ſome of the moſt 


valuable and comfortable Purpoſes; under which 


we W (i.) The Manner of it: (ü.) The Le 


7 of it: (iii.) The Suhjeds of it. 


(i.) The Manner of it: And it is to be per- 


formed by waſhing with, or ſprinkling and pour- 


ing out of Water, in the glorious and myſterious 
Name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; whereby 
we pay Divine Worſhip to each of the Perſons 
in the Godhead, diſtinctly as three Perſons, and 
unitedly as one God. Neither can any Perſon 


conſiſtently adminiſter or receive this Sacrament 


without a real Belief of the tundamental Doctrine 


of the Trinity. 
(ii.) The UV of it is to repreſent, in a plain 


and familiar Way, the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
the firſt ſaving Bleſſing that a Soul is made Par- 


taker of. The Water repreſents the Spirit of 


Grace as a pwifying Spirit; the Ling with 
it ſuppoſes Uncleanneſs, and ſo intimates the Cor- 
ruption of our Nature, and ſets forth the Ne- 


_ceſiity 
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ceflity and Efficacy of the Work of the Holy 

Spirit for our Purification; and the Doing it in 
the Name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ſets 

forth the Concern that each Divine Perſon has in 

the Method of Grace, as deſcribed before in the 

Doctrinal Part of the Body of Divinity. 

This being the ſpiritual Meaning of the Sacra- 
ment itſelf, it follows, that our being thus baptized 
ſignifies and confirms to us our being united to 
_ Chriſt, and our being actually introduced into a 
State of Grace; and in our Submiſſion to this 
_ gracious Appointment we profeſs ourſelves to be 

devoted unto the Lord, as our Covenant-God. 


. 94. What is Baptiſm ? 
Al. Baptiſm is a Sacrament, wherein the 
- Waſhing with Water, in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
| Ghoſt d, doth ſignify and ſeal our ingrafting 
into Chriſt, and partaking of the Benefits of 
the Covenant of Grace e, and our Engage 
ment to be the Lord's f. 


A Matt. xxviii. 19. Rom. vi. 3. Gal. ili. 27. 
5 Rom. vi. 4. 


85 ay T1 Subjefts of it, or the W to 

whom it Þ to be adminiſtred. And it is evi- 
dent, from its very Nature and Deſign, that the 

proper Subjects of it are ſuch as viſibly belong to 
Chriſt, or ſuch who profeſs to believe theſe fun- 
damental Doctrines, and in the Judgment of 
Charity appear to have: an Intereſt in theſe funda- 
| mental 
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mental Bleſſings : Theſe are to be baptized, and 
their infant Seed, in Teſtimony of their Belief of, 
and Dependence upon that Promiſe, that God 


will be our God, and the God of our Seed alder | 
us in their Generations. 


Q. 95. To whom is Baptiſm to be ods 

viſtered 5 

A. Baptiſm is not to be adminiſtered to any 
who are out of the viſible Church till they 

profeſs their Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to 
bim g; but the Infants of ſuch as are Members 

of the viſible Church are to be baptized 5. 


£ Acts ii. 41. + Gen. xvii. 75 10. Acts ii. 38, 
35. 1 Cor. Vii. 14. 


And ſo we proceed to take : a View of the other | 
Sacrament. 
2dly, The Lonp's SupPER. This likewiſe 
is deſigned to anſwer moſt valuable Ends in the 
Churches of Chriſt, for their Confirmation and 
Conſolation ; for in this Sacrament we have a2 
plain and ſtriking Repreſentation of the Death of 
Chriſt, and the Benefits purchaſed thereby. Here 
the broken Bread ſignifies Chriſt's broken Body, 
and the Wine poured out ſignifies the Blood of 
Chriſt ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sin. The diſtti- | 
buting of the Bread and Wine repreſents Chriſt's 


giving himſelf freely for us and to us, and the 


receiving and partaking thereof repreſents the 
Actings of true Faith in him, whereby we receive, 
reſt, and feed upon Chriſt as our only all-ſufficient 
Saviour and Support. The natural Benefit of 
 Nowiſhment by Bread, and Refreſhment by 

TR G ; Wine, 
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Wine, ſets forth the ſpiritual Strength and Comfort 
we receive from Chriſt by Faith in his Name. 
Our partaking of this Ordinance together in a | 
Church- tate repreſents our Fellowſhip with Chriſt 


and with each other. Bclievers in this Ordinance 
pPartake not of the material Body and Blood of MY 
_ Chriſt, but by the Actings of Faith do receive 


and feed upon him ſpiritually as a crucified Sa- 


viour; they have their Faith aſſiſted, ſtrengthened, 


and confirmed by theſe beautiful Repreſentations, 


and fo receive from the F ulneſs of Chriſt and 


Gr ace for Grace. 


. 96. What is the Lord's Supper £ 
A. The Lord's Supper is a Sacrament, 


wherein, by giving and receiving Bread and 
Wine according to Chriſt's Appointment, his 
Death is ſhewed forth, and the worthy Re- 
ceivers are, not after a corporal and carnal 


Manner, but by Faith, made Partakers of his 


Body and Blood, with all his Benefits, to their 
ſp! ſpir itual Nouriſhment, and Growth in Grace K. 


1 Luke XXii. 19, 20. 4 x Cor. x. 16. 


And if we would partake of this Ordinance in 


a proper Manner, ſo as to receive any ſpiritual 


Benefit by it, 'tis neceſſary we ſhould ſeriouſly 
examine ourſelves concerning our Knowledge, 


Faith, Repentance, and Goſpel- Obedience: For 

if we approach to the Lord's Table without a 

proper Knowledge of the Nature and Deſign of 
the Ordinance, and without a real Dependance 


upon 
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upon Chriſt by Faith, but uſe it to any other 
Purpoſe than that for which it was intended, we 
prophane and abuſe the Ordinance, dithonour 
the Lord Jeſus, and fo offend God, and fender 


_ Ourſelves ne to irie and e Judg- 


| ments. 


Os 97. What is required to the worth by e- 


ceiving of the Lord's Supper? 
A. It is required of them who would wor- 


thily partake of the Lord's Supper, that they 

examine themſelves of their Knowiedge to diſ- 
cern the Lord's Body J, of their Faith to feed 
upon him m, of their Repentance , Love , 
and new Obedience p, leſt coming cg : 


they eat and drink Judgment to themſelves . 


I xCor. xi. 28, 29, m 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 11 Cor, 
xi. ZI, % 1 Cor. xi. 18, 20. 1 Cor. v. 8. 


gu Cor. xi. 27. 


Having thus conſidered the ſpiritual Nature and 
Uſe of the Sacraments, we are brought to the 


third and laſt ſpecial Means of Grace, namely, 


3. PRAYER; a Duty and Privilege of the 


Higheſt Importance to the Power and Progrets of 
true Religion in our Hearts and Lives; whereby 


we expreſs our Wants to God, profcis our De- 
pendance upon him, pour out our Hearts before 

him, and receive Bleſſings from him. The Objeat 

of Prayer is God alone: The Nature of Prayer is 


the Offering up our Deſires to him: The Matter 


- of Prayer is for Things agrecable to God's Will, 
3-4 5 namely, | 


03 
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f namely, ſuch Favours as God has promiſed, Chriſt = 
has purchaſed, and we really ſtand in need of. 


Our Hope of Acceptance and Succeſs before his 


Throne muſt be built upon the Name, Mediation, 
Merit, and Interceſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
And in this Duty of Prayer we ſhould likewiſe 


humbly confeſs our Sins, and thankfully acknow- 
_ ledge God's Mercies. | 


Q. 98. What is Prayer? 
A. Prayer is an Offering up of our Deſires 


to God, for Things agreeable to his Will /, 
in the Name of Chriſt /, with Confeſſion of 


our Sins u, and thankful W of - 
bis Mercies w. 


„Pal. Iii. 8. JS Rom. vii. i 27. 7 Joks xvi. 


23. 1 Dan. ix. +4 Pal. xxxii. 5 6. 10 Phil. 5 
3 6. Ns ha” 


This 1 is the — Nature 3 the chief Parts 


of this ſpiritual Duty : But fince we need Direc- 
tion in it, 'tis proper we ſhould take Notice where 
we may find thoſe Inſtructions which are needful 
to teach us what to pray for, and how to pray 
as we ought. Let us therefore remember, that 
the ſacred Oracles are neceſſary and uſeful for this 
Purpoſe; for its Dofrines are uſeful to quicken, 


direct, and encourage us; its Precepts and Pro- 
»iſes ſhow us what we are to ſupplicate or pray 


for; and its Prohibitions and Threatnings teach us < 


what we are to deprecate or pray againſt; and 
indeed the whole Word of God may, and ought 


to be improved by us, as a moſt valuable and 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary Aſſiſtance to this ſpiritual Duty: But 
that Portion of Scripture which is commonly 

called The Lord's Prayer is an excellent Plan for 

Direction herein. : 


QQ 99. What Rule hath God given Jo our 


Diretrion in Prayer? 


A. The whole Word of Gr d is of uſe to 
direct us in Prayer x; but the ſpecial Rule of 
Direction is that Fo m of Prayer which Chriſt 
taught his Diſciples bY TONE” called TOE 


Lord's Prayer. 
x 1 John v. 14. y Matt. Vi. 9. 


"This conſiſts of three Parts ; (1. ) A Prefece: 5 


(2.] The Petitions - (3.) The Cnc mn. 


(I.) The Preface ſhews the Frame of Spirit with 


which we ſhould addreſs our God; namely, with 


5 | holy Reverence and humble Confidence ; which 


is the Frame of Mind with which Children ought 
to approach unto their Father. | 


Q. 100. What doth be Preface f the Lord 5 


Prayer teach us? 


A. The Preface of the [ ord's Prayer, which 


is (Our Father which art in Heaven), teacheth 
us to draw near to God with all holy Reve— 


rence x, and Confidence a, as Children to a 
Father, able and ready to help us 6, and that 


we ſhould pray with and for ochers c. 


; 2 Matt. vi. 9. Ifa. Ixiv. 9. 4 Rom. viii. 175. 
5 Luke xi. 13. „ Eph. vi. 18. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 


G 3 | (2.) The 
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(2.) The Petitions thew expreſsly the Matter or 
| Subſtance of our Prayers. They are in Number 
fix, The three firſt more immediately reſpect the 


Glory of GC. The thr ce OO more eſpecially re- 
ſpe our Gt. 


By the three firſt we are taught to pray, that 


| God's Name may be glorified, that his Kingdom may be 
advanced, and that his Will may be performed. 


M bas do doe pray for in the feſt 
Petition? 1 


A. In the firſt Fe which | is (Hallowed ö 
be thy Name), we pray that God would enable 
us and others to glorify him in all that whereby 
be maketh himſelf known d, and that he would 
diſpoſe all Things to his own Glory e. 


4 Matt. Vi. 9. Pſal. Ixvii. a Rom. xi. 36. 


Q. 102. What do we Proy for ; in the ſecond 
Petition ? 


A. In the ſecond Petition, which is (Thy 
- Kingdem come), we pray, that Satan's Kingdom 
may be deſtroyed , and that the Kingdom of 
Grace may be advanced g, ourſelves and others 
brought into it, and kept in it h, and that the 

Kingdom of Glory may be haſtened i. 


J Matt, vi. 10. Pfal. Ixviii. 1. g Pal. li. 18, 
b 2 Theſſ. iii. 1. Rom. x. 1. i Rev. xxii. 20. 


Q. 103. What do doe pray for in the third 


Petition * 


4 
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A. In the third Petition, which is (Thy Will 

be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven), we pray, 
that God by his Grace would make us able 
and willing to know, obey k, and to ſubmit 
to his Will in all Things }, as the Angels do 
in Heaven m. 


IL Matt. vi. 10. Pal. exix. 3436. 1 Acts 
xxi. 14. Job i. 21. m Pfal. ciii. 20, 22. 


By the three laſt we are tht to pray, that 
our Sins may be forgiven, that our Wants may be 


ſupplied, and that we ourſelves may be preſerved 
from Evil. | 


Q. 104. What do 2 we proy for i in the fourth 
Petition d 
A. In the fourth Pericion, which! is (Give us. 
this Day our daily Bread), we pray, that of 
God's free Gift we may receive a competent 
Portion of the good Things of this Life 1, and 
enjoy his Bleſſing with thein o. 


a Matt. vi. 11. Prov. XXX. 8. o Pſal. ve. 17. 
1 Tim. iv. 4: 


Q. 105. What do we pray far i in the Mb 5 
Petition? 


A. In the fifth Petition, which 18 164 2 
give us our Debis, as we forgive alſo our Debtors), 
we pray, that God for Chriſt's Sake would 
freely pardon all our Sins p; which we are the 

rather encouraged to afk, becauſe by his Grace 


15 
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we are enabled from the Heart to forgive 


others 4. 


7S Matt. vi. 12. Pal. li. 1. 7 Matt. vi. 14. 
Q. 106. What do we pray = in the A. th 


Pai tion? 


A. In the fixth Petition, which-1 is (Aud lead 


us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil), 
we pray, that God would either keep us from 
being tempted to Sin r, or ſupport and deliver 
us when we are tempted s. 


7 Matt. vi. 1 3. Matt. xxvi. ate. Pal. „ i 


3 Pal. I. 10, 12. 


(3) The Concluſi on ; avs what is the Ground 


ö 4 our Hope, and the Matter of our Praiſe, in the 
Performance of this Duty; namely, that as the 
great God is our Father in Chriſt, we have the 
| higheſt Reaſon therefore to piaiſe him, and hope 


in him, becauſe the Kingdom, Power, and Glory 


are his; 2. e. our God and Father is dete mined 
to maintain his own Intereſt and Ki7g/9m, has all 
Power to fulfil his gracicus Purpoſes, and will 
order every thing to the Glory of his Name. And 
8 2 that theſe are our Deſires, and that upon 


ꝛeſe Things our Hopes are built, we ſay Amen. 


0 107. What doth the Conciſe ton of 10 


Lots Prayer teach us. 


A. The Concluſion of the Lord's Prayer, 


which is (For thine is the Kingdom, and the 
| Power, and the Glory, for ever, Amen), teach- 


eth 
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eth us to take Encouragement in Prayer from 
God only t, and in our Prayers to praiſe him, 
aſcribing Kingdom, Power, and Glory to 
him u; and in Teſtimony of our Deſire, and 
Aſſurance to be heard, we ſay Amen w. 


t Matt. vi. 13. Dan. ix. 18, 19. 2 1 Chron. 
xxix. II—I3. W 1 Cor. Xiv. 16. Rev. xxl. 
20, 21. 55 N 


New let us s collect the whole of this Directory 
Part into one View; that we may fee what 
Method each of us ought to take in order to 
receive an Intereſt in the Bleſſings of Grace, and 
do go in the right Way to eternal Glory. 
Are any of you deſtitute of ſaving Benefits? is 
this your Concern? and is it your real Defire to 
be Partakers of Chriſt and his Salvation? Then 
what Method can you take but this; to fly to 
Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, fly from yourſelves and 


+. Ma by Repentance, and diligently attend to the 


Word of God and Prayer, in hope that God will 
graciouſly bleſs his Word to your Souls, and will 
grant you the important Defires of your Hearts? 
Have you been brought to Chriſt and received 
an Intereſt in him? Oh! then let it be your 
Concern to be continually living upon him by 
Faith, to be living to him by holy Obedience, 
to be more and more ſeparated from Sin 
and from Self-Dependance, by retaining a deep 
and humbling Senſe of your own Sinfulneſs, 
_ Weakneſs, and Unworthineſs. And to theſe Ends 
read, hear, and meditate upon, and highly prize 
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the Word of God. If you have been baptized 
in Infancy, remember the Truths, Bleſſings, and 
Promiſes repreſented and ratified thereby: If not, 
live no longer without a profeſſed Subjection to 
Chriſt in this Way. And ſince you hope you are 
Partakers of Divine Grace, join yourſelves unto 
ſome Church of Chriſt, and expreſs your Com- 
munion with Chriſt and his People in that con- 
firming and comforting Ordinance of the Lord's 
"ſs And as you are paſſing on through Time 
towards a happy Eternity, live a Life of Prayer, 


and make uſe of the Word of God to quicken 


and direct you therein: And thus by living upon 


Chriſt and to bim, and walking with him and his 


People in the Ordinances of his Appointment, 


you will adorn your Profeſſion, will grow in 


Grace, Holineſs, and Comfort, till you are 
brought ſafe to the full Enjoyment of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; ; it whom be 
Glory for ever, Amen. | 


- * 
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Let me here ſubjoin a brief Sketch, or Skele- 
ton, of what has been thus methodically handled, 
which may be of ſome Service to ſet forth more 
fully the excellent Order in which the Truths of 
Revelation are here digeſted, and ſhow the Relation 
of them to one another, and their Connection 
with each other. 


A brief 3 
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A Brief ANALYSIS of the Boy of 
| DIviNITy. 


In this Science we conſider, 


I. Its important Deſign. Q. 1. 

II. Its unerring Standard. Q. 2. „ 

III. Its comprehenſive Subſtance, or principal 
| Parts, Q. 3; which are three; 1. The 
Doctrinal Part: 2. The Practical Part: 


3. The Application, 


1. The DOCTRINAL Parr; 


Which deſcribes what to believe concerning God 
and Man, - 
IL Concerning 65 "Where we view, | 
i. The Perfections of his Nature. Q. 4 5. 
zi. The Perſons in his Eſſence. Q. 6. 
iii. The Purpoſes of his Will. Q. 7. 
iv. The Productions of his 1 Q 8; which ; 
are two-fold, _ . 
1. His Works of Creation. Q. 98 
2. His Works of Providence. Q. 11. 
II. Concerning Max, in his four- fold State. 
i. The State of Iunocency; which conſiſted i in 
1. The Image of God. Q. 10. 
2. The Covenant of Works. Q. 12. 
ii. The fallen State: Where we conſider - 
1. How Man fell; namely, by Si, Q I 3; 
Where we have 5 
35 The Nature of Sin in general. Q. 14. 
. The particular Sin by which he fell 


Q 15. 
3. The 


8 
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3. The Manner in which this Sin pro- 
duced the Fall. Q. 16. 
2. Into what Condition he fell, Qu: : 
Where we regard 
1. The Sinfulneſs of the fallen State, Q 18. 
on 2. The Miſery of it. Q. 19. 
iii, The State of Grace : Where we . I. The , 
Method, 2. The Bleſſings of Grace. 
1. The Method of Grace; which is 
1. By the electing and covenanting Love 
„ £3 -$20% ES 
2. By the redeeming Grace of Chriſt; who 
is to be viewed 
1. In his Perſon. Q. 21, 22. 8 | 
2. In his Offices, Q. 233 as a 1 
Q. 24 a Prieſt, 2 253 2 | King, 
— a ; | 


3. In his States, of Humiliation, Q 27, * 


and of Exaltation, Q. 28. 


3. By the applying Work of the Holy 5 


Spirit: Where we have 
I. By whom Redemption is s applied. | 
. 290. 
-S; In what Way. Q 30. 
3- At what Time. Q. 31. _ 7 
2. * he Bleſſings of Grace, Q. 323 f which a are 
1. Juſtification. Q. „ 
2. Adoption. Q. 34. 
3. Sanctification. Q. 35. „„ 
4. The Attendants of theſe. Q. 36. 
iv. The State of Glory; which commences 
1. At Death, as to our Souls. Q. 37. 
2. At the Reſurrection, as to our whole Per- 


 fons. 38. 
2 II. T he 
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II. The PRACTICAL PART: 
| Where we have 
I. The Nature of Duty. Q. 39. 
II. The Rule of Duty. Q. 40, 414. 
III. The Su)>/ance of Duty. Q. 42. 
IV. The Obligations to Duty, Q. 43, 44. 
V. The particular Parts and Branches of Duty, 
comprehended in our Duty to Gop and 
to MAN. 
i. To God; which tee 
SO * he Nature and Object of Wor this. . 
Command iſt. Q. 4548. 
1 The Ordinances of W orſhip. 
Com. 2d. Q. 49—52. 
3. The Frame of our Souls in Worlhip. 
Com. 3d. Q. 53-56. 
+ The Times of Wotthip. 
Com. Ath. Q. 57—62. 
ii. Th Max; which reſpects. 
1. Our Neighbour s R-latims to us. 
Com. 5th. Q. 63—66. 
2, Our own and our Neighbour's Life e. 
Com. 6th. Q. 67—69. 
3. Our own and our Neighbour's Chatiy. 
Com. th. Q. 70—72. 
4. Our own and our Neighbour's P, operty. 
Com. 8th. Q. 73—75. 
5 Our own and our Neighbour $ Reputation: 
Com. gth. Q. 16—78. 
. Our own and our Neighbour's Content ment, 
Com. roth. Q. 7981. 
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III. The APPLICATION; 
| By way of | 
I. Humiliation ; ; to ſhow us how weak i cor- 


rupted we are. Q. 82. 
II. Convit ian; to convince us of our Sin and 


5 Miſery. Q. 83, 84. 
Il. Dir effion ; to teach us the Way to Heaven, : 
-—- (8 3 WhICh 38 | 
1. By Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Q 86. 
ii. By Repentance unto Life. Q. 87. 
ili. By the Uſe of the Means of Grace, Q 88 : 
2... he eiet- of which are: 
1. The Vd of God. Q. 8, 90. 
2. The Sacraments: Where we have 
1. Their Uſe and Efficacy. Q. 91. 
2. Their Nature. Q. 92. 


3. Their Number, Q. 933 which are two, 8 . 


I. BAPTISM. Q. 94, 95. 
Ihe LorD's SUPPER, Q. 96, 97. 
3: Pr ayer : Where we have 
Its Nature. Q. 98. 
. Its Rule, Q. 90: Under which \ we con- 
ſider the Lord's Prayer. 


. Its Preface. Q. 100. 
2. Its Petitions; which are ſix; 


The three firſt regarding Go 5 Ghry. 


Q. 101, 102, 103. 
The three laſt regarding our Good. 
Q. 104, 105, 106. 

2. Its Concluſion, Q. 107. 


UPON 
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fox the foregoing Repreſenta:i ion of the 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm, ſure I may be bold 
to aſſert, that every one who has read and at- 
tended to what has been offered, cannot but be 
convinced that the Plan upon which this Cate- 
chiſm is formed is peculiarly methodical; every 
Doctrine in it digeſted and poſited in the moſt. 
pꝛoper Situation; the Queſtions and Anſwers 
ring one after another in ſuch an Order as hap- 
pily to ſhow the Relation and Dependence of one 
Truth upon another. Here the Truths of the 

_ Goſpel are not caſt together in a conſuted Heap, 
but are all fo connected together as to make one 
golden Chain, or one uninterrupted Scale of 
ſpiritual Truths; yea, ſo exact and comprehenfive 
is the Method of it, that a Perſon who deſires to 
ſtudy this important Science more diſtinctly and 
minutely, cannot proceed in his Studies upon a 


nw more regular Plan, nor range his Thoughts in a 


more exact Order, nor purſue his Enquiries into 
the Truth in a more direct Way, and to greater 
Advantage, than by going through the Body of 
Divinity in this Train of Thought. By purſuing 
the Science aſter this Manner, the Student will be 
conducted, Step by Step, into the Scheme, and 
will be prevented from miſſing any important 
Branch of Divinity in his Progreſs : For, beſides | 
the Exactneis of the Method, there is a peculiar 
Copiouſneſs in the Plan, as it preſents us with a 
Fulneſs of Matter, by introducing all the tweet 
and important Truths of the ever-bleiſed Goſpel, 
in ſuch a Manner as tends to enliven, confirm, 
H 2: e 
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and illuſtrate every Sentiment contained in it. I 
need not here ſay how much this Catechiſm out- 
ſhines, in all theſe Reſpects, other Catechiſms that 
have been put forth to the World in Competition 
with it, or in Oppoſition to it; for, beſides the Con- 
fuſion in their Method, there are ſome very apparent 
and important Defects; perhaps not one Word 
concerning the Trinity of Perſons, concerning the 
Divine Decrees, concerning the Corruption of our 
Nature, concerping the Work of the Spirit, or 
| concerning Effectual Calling, Juſtification, Adop- 


tion, or Sanclification, by the Grace and Spirit 3 


of God. When Things of this ſweet or im 


. portant Nature are omitted in any Plan of Di- 


vinity, ſhall we not ſay that theſe muſt be very 
inexcuſable Deficiencies? And there is Reaſon to 
fear, that a Set of Principles which excludes theſe 
Things out of it muſt be very erroneous, and 
| ſuch as would leave us ſhort of the ſaving n 
and Comforts of the Goſpel. : 
But I muſt mention another Excellency attend- 
ing this Body of Divinity, which is this: It all 
along pays a ſpecial Regard to, and diſcovers a 
happy Reverence for, the whole Word of God; 

as it owns the BiBLE, which is the Religion of 

Proteſtants, for its only Standa d; as the whole 
of it is extracted and deduced from thence ; 
and as it is ready to ſtand or fall with Revela- 
tion. A great Variety of Proofs are brought and 
referred to in both the Larger and Shorter Cate- 
chiſms, to which a Multitude of others may be 


added. T hole that embrace this Syſtem. of Prin- 
| . 85 als 
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cijples are always ready to appeal to the Scripture 


Teſt, its obvious Meaning, and its evident Conſe— 
quences. It is our profeſſed Principle. 77 2h? 
Law and to the Teſlimony : If they ſpeat not according 
to this Mord, it is becauſe they have no Light in them. 
Let it therefore be ſtill remembered, that while 
we ſpeak in ſuch commending Strains of the Cate- 
chiſm, we don't intend that the Compilers of it 
were divinely inſpired, though we cannot but 
apprehend they were eminently aſſiſted in this 
Work; and every Word we fay in praiſe of the 
Doetines in it we defign as an Encomium upon 
the ſacred Oracles, that invaluable Treaſure of 
Goſpel- Knowledge, that excellent Mine of Goſpel- 
Doctrine, and that unerring Standard of ſpiritual 
Truth, to which is owing all the true and certain 
Knowledge we have of ſpiritual Things. 
Once more I muſt beg leave to ſay, that this 
| Recommendation is not deſigned to impoſe upon 
the Minds or Conſciences of others; for I am 
entirely willing to allow others the cane Liber: E- 
of Thought which I myſelf take. The Right of 
private judgment muſt be freely and fully granted; 
only let Perſons be honeſt and finceic in their Pro- 
feſſion as well as in their Enquizes, If a Perſon. 
profeſſes himſelf to be a Chri ian, Or a Prea: ca 
of the Goipel, he is bound in Conſcience to tak 
his Sentiments from the Word cf God, an d 13 
certainly accountable to God (if not to Man) 
when he depaits from that Plan and lanai IE 
he believes Revelation to be his Rule, let him uſe 
it as ſuch, or elſe commen ce Deift, and caſt off 
H 3 3 1 
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the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and not aim at a 


Medium, by ſetting up ſome Parts of Scripture, to 
the Depreciating of others; becauſe they don't eafily 
comport with his previous Notions ; for ſuch a par- 
tial Treatment of Revelation betrays the Weakneſs 
of a Cauſe, and is a tacit Intimation that the Scheme 
ſuch a Perſon embraces will not bear the Teſt of 
Scripture, if fairly brought to it: And whoever 
thus diminiſhes the ſacred Canon, by ſetting aſide, 
at his own Pleaſure, any Part of Revelation from 

belonging to the Standard of Truth, is accounta- 
ble for it to God, and deſerves to be ranked by 
Man amongſt Deiſts and Infidels. But I am per- 
ſuaded, and am indeed certainly aſſured better 
Things of thoſe who embrace the Sentiments con- 
_ tained in the foregoing Catechiſm ; and entertain 
very charitable Sentiments of many others, who 
may not have that clear Inſight into, and that 
warm Zeal for, the peculiar Doctrines of Grace, 
as lame ate favoured with. 

De ubtleis every one ſhould make the whole 
Word of God his Rule, and aim fincerely, and 
without Reſerve, to conform his Opinions to that 
 keavenly Standard: And I would ſolemnly charge 


mot only my Readers, but myſelf, to ſearch the 


Scriptures, to collect our Creed from them, 
taking in the 20e of what Divine Revelation lays 


upon the Subjects treated of. This I muſt faith- 


fully fay has been my Practice, as far as I know 


my own Heart; and hope I have been in ſome _ - 


Meaſme conducted by the Spirit and Word of 
Truth in my Searches and Reſearches ; The Con- 
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| ſequence has been, that I have been more and 


more confirmed and eſtabliſhed in the foregoing 
Plan of Doctrine, as truly contained in, and 
proved by, the Word of God. Bear with me 
therefore, if I, from a Principle of Conſcience, 
and from a Love to precious Souls, have ven- 
| tured thus to commend and recommend this 
Syſtem of Doctrine unto all thoſe into whoſe 
Hands this little Treatiſe may come. 
As to any Objections that have been brought 
againſt this Catechiſm, as if it were too bug to 
be learn'd by Children, or too ab/?ru/e to be un- 
derſtood by them, and the like: All theſe Ob- 
jections have been in fact fully anſwered by the 
very Length and Form of thoſe Catechiſms that 
have been introduced in Competition herewith; for 
it is evident to a Demonſtration that the Words 
of the new Plans, deſigned to ſet aſide the Al- 
ſembly's Catechiſm, are equally above the Capa- 
cities of Childten; and the Length of the Anſwers, 
together with the Number of the Queſtions, have 
rather exceeded than fallen hort of this which 1 
now recommend: And indeed I cannot but at- 
fectionately recommend it to you all; to Mafters, 
and Servants, to Parents and Children, to Young 
and Old. 
Fou that are « Parents, or Maſters or that have 
any Concern in the Education of Youth, conſider 
what a folemn Truſt is repoſed in you, and of what 
great Importance it is, that thoſe committed to your 
Charge ſhould be inſtructed by you in the Prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of Sock, in the Things which 
ee 
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regard God and Chriſt and their precious Souls, 
How careful and induſtrious ſhould you be to 
teach them the Fear and Way of the Lord. 
Remember that familiar but ſtrict Injunction, 
Deut. vi. 7. Thou /halt teach them diligently unto thy. 
Children, and Halt talk of them when thou fitteſt in 


" thine Houſe and when thou walke/t by the Way, and 


when thou lie/t down and when thou riſeſt up. Take 


all vacant and prudent Opportunities to inſtil 


Goſpel-Sentiments into their tender Minds: Al- 
ways cultivate an high Regard in their Minds for 
the BI BLE: As you ae teaching them the Cate- 
chiſm let them ſee, as far as they can, how this 

and the other is Truth, becauſe the Word of God 


fays it: And let me prevail upon you to eſteem . 


Mercy in Providence that it has put ſuch a va- 
luable, compendious, and ſc1iptural Body of Di- 
vinity into your Hands, to aſſiſt you in this im- 


portant Work. *Tis t:ue, Children cannot at firſt 
take in the Meaning of this, nor of ary other 


Syſtem or Scale of Principles: But though they 
learn it at firſt as a Taſk without Ideas, Feet --. 
their Memories may be a faithful Repoſitory _ 
of the Words themſelves; and by Degrees you 
will find them receiving and obtaining Ideas under 
them, if you freely converſe with them, and aſk 
them Queſtions concerning what they learn. If 
vou have ſeriouſly ſet about this Work, or are 
now excited to it, may the Lord of Grace and 
Love, who has promiſed to bleſs us and our Seed, 
give ſuch ſpiritual Succeſs to your Endeavours as 
ſhall wy a Foundation for abundant Thankſgiving | 
| | to 5 
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to God! And in order that you may have the 
more Pleaſure in teaching the Catechiſm, learn it 
perfectly, and ſtudy it well yourſelves; for you 
will find it ſuited to your own Inſtruction and 
Edification as well as theirs. Let the whole be 
enforced and recommended by a good Example, 


„ and be followed by your earneſt Prayers to God, 


with and for your Children and Servants, or any 
others committed to your Care and Inſtruction. _ 
As for you, dear Chilren and Youth, that are in 
Families where you are taught a Form of ſound 
Words, do you bleſs and praiſe the Lord, that he 
has brought you forth of ſuch Parents, or brought 
vou into ſuch Families, as take Pains with yon for 
the Good of your Souls. Don't think it an Hard- 
ſhip, but a Mercy, a great Mercy to be thus edu- 
cated: You will know by and by what a Mercy 


'It is, though at preſent you may not ſee it. Re- 
member, your Parents are teaching you theſe _ 


Things for your own Benefit; teaching you the 
Way to Heaven; teaching you to know God, 
and the Lord Jeſus, the Saviour of Sinners: They 
are teaching you ſuch Things as prepare the Way 
for your being uſeful and honourable among 
the People of God, and the Churches of Chriſt; 


and if ycu attend to and delight in theſe Things 


it will be a ſpecial Pleaſure to your Parents, and 
will be looked upon by them as a Token for 


good, that Gd is beginning a Work upon your — 


Fearts by his Spirit, which will fit you to ſerve 


and love him here, and to be with him for ever = 


| hereaſter: 
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And let not Servants, any more than Children, 
think themſelves excuſed from attending to theſe. 
Matters of the greateſt Conſequence. You ought 
indeed, by all Means, to be diligent in your Ser- 
vice, and faithful to your Truſt ; but don't forget 
your own precious Souls, which muſt be ſaved, 
or perith for ever; don't be fatisfied without the 
true Knowledge of yourſelves, of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of the Way of Salvation. If thoſe whom 
you ſerve aſſiſt and encourage you in reading the 
Word and learning the Principles of Religion, 
| eſtcem it a gieat Privilege, and ſhow your 
Thankfulneſs by your For wardneſs to learn; but 
it not, yet remember the Salvation of your own: 


Sculs is never the leſs precious upon that Ace- 


count; and 'tis Pity you ſhould be ſuch Servants 
of Men, as to neglect the Service of God, and. 

your own everlaſting Welfare. | 5 
Doubtleſs many, many more Aud may be 
uſed, and Encouragements offered, to ſtir up and en- 
gage en and Maſters to teach, and Children and 
Servants to learn, the Truths contained in Divine 
Revelation; and all of them may be urged in 
Favcur of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm. But I ſhall 
f:ut up the whole by obſerving, that this Cate- 


chiſm is not ſo lng, but it has been learned, 


Proofs and all, by many Theuſands of Children; = 
tis not ſo ab/truſe, but it has become the Foun- 
dation of ſpiritual Knowledge in their Minds, and 
an effectual Guard againſt receiving thoſe moſt 
dangerous Errors which have ſprung up in this Na- 5 
tion: And there is great Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
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one Means of the Spread of Error has been the 
Neglect of this Catechiſm in profeſſing Families; 
whereby it has come to paſs, that the riſing 
Generation, having had nothing ſo valuable put 
into their Hands and treaſured up in their Me- 
mories, have been laid open to the Deceitfulneſss 
of Sin, the Snares of the World, and the Craft of 
them that lie in wait to deceive. As therefore 
this Catechiſm has been ſo peculiarly uſeful, and 
as there is a ſpecial Neceſſity to fortify young 
Minds againſt the Errors of the Day, and to 
eſtabliſh them in the preſent Truth, I would 
_ earneſtly recommend the general Revival and 
ſteady Continuance of the Uſe of this excellent 
Form of found Words to all Maſters, Parents, 
and Families; for, from what has been ſaid, it 


appears, that when Children learn it. they fix a 


Body of Divinity in their Memories, and as they 
by Degrees get into the Meaning of it, they re- 
ceive a Body of Divinity into their Under/?andings ; 
and if Perſons of riper Years, who have been thus 
educated, look back upon what they have been 
inſtructed in, they will find themſelves poſleſſed 
of a rich Treaſure of Goſpel-Truth, laid up in 
their Memories, conveyed into their Underſtand- 
ings, and digeſted in ſuch Form and Order as 
makes the whole Science appear both important 
and beautiful: And ſurely we muſt all conteſs it 
to be very deſirable to have a Syſtem of Divinity 
laid up in our Memory, and fixed in our Under- 
| ſtanding, in hope that, by the Divine Spirit, the 
ſweet and lalutary Truths of it wall be written 
fn, upon 
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upon our Hearts; for then the Word of Chriſt . 
will dwell richly in us in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual 
Underſtanding, and we ſhall know and experi- 
ence that the Holy Scriptures are able to make 


us wiſe _ unto Salvation, by F aith, which | is in = 
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